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The Advice of CHRIS mT to a diſtreſſed Mo- 
ther, bewailing the Death of her dear and 
only Son, 


WHEREIN 


The Boundaries of Sorreyy ered aly fixed, exceſſes re- 
trained, the Common Pleas-adfwered, and divers Rules 
for the ſupport of Gods 3 preſcribed. 


And when the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion-on ® 
her, and ſaid unto her, Weep not, Luke vu. 13 Eb... | 


Tranfivere patres, fimul hinc tranſibimus omnes, 3 \ 
In Cælo patriam, qui bene tranfit, habet. = 
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THE following Tra& was providential- 


ly put into my hands, at a time of the deep- 
eſt afflition—l found it ſalutary, like a reviv- 


ing cordial to my drooping ſpirits—AII the 
arguments are forcible and concluſive, calcu- 


lated for the benefit of diſtreſſed fouls, under 
the many afflictions that this mortal ſtate is 


ſubje& to.—But pity (for any thing I can find 


to the contrary) it has been out of print u 
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wards of ſeventy years: I could not help, 
therefore, thinking it my duty to extend the 
uſefulneſs of ſo valuable a Book, by a new 
publication. The author's character, as a 
chriſtian and a writer, 1s ſo well known, that 


nothing need be ſaid to recommend the read- 
ing it to every ſerious - perſon ; but eſpe- 
cially, to thoſe, under the afflliQtive diſpenſa- 
tions of Divine Providence ; and who, alas ! 


in this vale of tears, are wholly exempt from 


=_—_ them? Perhaps your own experience hath 

already ſufficiently convinced you, and your 
memory is {ti} a fruitfel ſource of ſorrow 
That the bleſſing of God may accompany 
EF thy peruſal, is the prayer of one, who 


wiſhes well to the intereſts of pure and unde- 
filed religion. 


2 Dublin, Auguſt 20th, 1776s \ = 


yo under all 


be Himig by viited my 4 W1 


wal A's. and 


(wu * 
- EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


N To his dearl beloved Brother and: Sit 


ter Mr. J. C. and Mrs, E. C. the 
Author viſheth L 8 and 
Peace. 
Dear Friends; W O09 
AHE double tie of nature and BY 
befide the many endearing paſſages 
that for ſo many years have linked and 
glewed our affettions ſo intimately, cannot 
1 beget a tender ſympathy in me with 
your troubles ; and make me 
ſay M. every afflition which befals you, 
half mine. I find it is with our affettions, 
as with dhe firings of muſical inſtruments 
exactly ſet at the ſame height ; if one be 
touched, the other- trembles, the ws veg 
at ſome diftance. 4 
Our affeftions are one, * foi in Sen 1 
meaſure have been our afliftions alſo: ND ou. © 
cannot forget, that in the years lately 
8 


rod,” aud in one year cu e from it "the 
root & the "— \the tender 


— 


_ _ Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

and the only 75 What tbe effects of 

_ thoſe Rrokes, or rather of my own unmor- 
tified paſſions, were, 1. have al, and you 
and others have heard. Surely I was as 
a Bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke. E. 
Zea, I may ſay with them, Lam. 3. 19, 
20. Remembering mine affliction and 
my miſery, the worm wood and the gall, 
my ſoul hath them ſtill in remembrance, 
and is humbled in me. 

I dare not ſay that ever I felt my heart 
diſcontentedly rifing, and / — « againſt 
God; no, I could ftill juſtify him, when 
1 moſt ſenſibly ſmarted by his hand : If 
he had plunged me into a fea of ſdrrow, 
yet I could ſay in all that ſea of ſorrow, 
there is not a drop of injuſtice : but it was 
the quer-beating and over-atting of my 
a fond and unmortiſied affections and W 
bat made ſo ſad impreſſions upon my body, 
aud caſt me under thoſe di flempers which 
F” ſoon imbittered all my remaining comforts 
Iso me. . | 
1 was my Sd acfire, fo faguias. 1 

had ſtrengthù and opportunity for. ſo great 
4  jurng, 10 a Jo! that ſo. ( if 5 


K+ ORD 


— 2 1 8 


to exaſperate your troubles, but to heal 


Fpidte Dedicatory. .v "i 
Lord had. pleaſed) might both refreſh, © 
and be refreſbed by you, after all my ſad 
and diſconſolate days. And you cannot im- 
agine what content and pleaſure I pro- 


. jetted in that viſit ! but it proved to us 


(as all other comforts of the ſame kind or- 


dinarily do) more in expectation than in 


. M for bow - ſoon after our joyful 
meeting and embraces, did the Lord over- 
caſt and darken our day, by ſending death | 


into your tabernacle, to take away the 
deſire of your eyes with a ſtroke! 70 
crop off that ſaveet and only bud from 
which we promiſed ourſelves ſo much com- 


fort: but no more of that, I fear I am 
gone too far already. It is not my defign- 


them; and for that purpoſe have I ſent © 
you theſe papers, which I hope may be of þ 
uſe bath to you and many others in hour # 
condition; fince they are the 27 = 2 
of my own troubles , things that 1 com 
mended not to you from another hand, but ® 
which' 1 have (in ſome meaſure) hay 


ne W in w 0wn rial. 5 . 


1 Epiftle Dedicidiny. 
But will not bold you longer here. | 
1 have only a few things 10 Kang for an and 
from you, and I have done.” 

The thi s I defire, are; ep 
Firſt, That you will not 2828 to 
get off 2 yoke which God hath put u 
on your neck. Remember when your child 
was in the womb, neither of you defired it 
ſpould be delivered thence, till God's ap- 
| pornted time was fully come; and now 
that you travail again with forrins for ifs 
death, O defire not to be delivered from 
your fe orrows one ' moment before God's 
Time, till yaur deliverance be fully come 
alſo. Let patience have its perfect work; 
that comfort-which comes in God's way and 
Seaſon, will rick by you, and do you good 
indeed. 
| Secondly, I defire, that the” you and 
our afflictions bad a fad meeting, yet you 
ibey may have a comfortable par 


WI they effect tbhat upon your hearts which 
F God ſent them for, I doubt not but yon 
will giue them a fair refeimony when 0 | 
£0 off. 

F they dicks God's ble lefing upon them 


in 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. ixõ 
them reverence, ſhall we not much rather 


be in ſubjeQtion to the Father of ſpirits, 


and live? s it tomely for children to con- 
teſt and ſtrive with their father ?: or is it 


; tbe way to be Freed from the yoke by ferug- 


ling under it? O that your hearts might. 
be in a like frame with bis, that aid, 
Lord, thou ſhalt beat, and I will bear. 
It was. good. obſervation that ane made, 
Anima ſedendo & quieſcendo fit ſapiens. 
The ſoul grows wiſe by. fitting. Bil and 
quiet under the rad. Aud the apoſtle calis 
thoſe excellent fruits which the ſamts ga- 
ther from their ſanfiified affiiftrons, the 
peaceable fruit of ern 2 


a , RES 
Laſtly, My heart s defire' ns deer 
to God for you is, that you may die daily 
to all viſible enjoyments, and by theſe fre- 
quent converſes with death in your family, 
you may be prepared for your own chung 
and diſſolutiom when it Gall cme.⁶ 
O friends! how many graces have you % 
and 1 feen opened for our dear relations? 
how oft- bath death come up into your min- 
does, 7 en the delight of your 

| Ae TE ces? 


3 n 
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x  FEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
eyes? it is but a little while and we ſhall 
go to them, we and they are diſtinguiſhed | 
12 by ſoort intervals. Tranſivere Pa- 
tres, ſimul hinc tranſibimus omnes. 
Our dear parents are gone, our lovely and 
defirable children are gone, our * boſom 
relations, that were as our own ſouls, are 
Zone and do not all theſe warning-knocks 
at our doors acquaint .us, that we mu 
prepare to follow ſhortly after them ? 
O that by theſe things our own death 
mig bt be both more eaſy and familiar to us! 
the oftener it viſits us, the better we ſhould 
be acquainted with it; and the more of 
bur beloved relations it removes before us, 
the leſs of either ſnare and entanglement 
remains for us, when our turn comes. 
My dear friends, my fleſh and my blood, 
'# bee eech you for religions ſake, for your 


con ſake, and for my ſake, whoſe comfort 
nin great part bound up in your proſpe- 
bi) and welfare, that you ponder ſeriouſly 
FF theſe / cripture-conſolations and directions, 


which in ſome haſte I have gathered for 
your uſe; and the God of all conſolation 
be with you! . 1 am your moſt endeared 
Brother, JOHN FLAVELL. 


ET Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
in their operation, ſurely. they 


vi 
will hav 


your bleſſing too at their valediction. And 
what you entertained with fear, you will 
diſmiſs with praiſe. 
hear. the aſſticted ſoul Jay, when God is looſe 
It's good 
have been afflicted ! | 
Thirdly, I heartily wiſh, that treſe 
ſearching a fflitions may make the moſt ſa- 
t1sfying diſcoveries, that you may now ſee 
more of the evil of fin, the vanity of the + 
creature, and the fulneſs of Chrift, than 
ever you yet ſaw. Afflictions are ſearch- 
ers, and put the ſoul upon ſearching, and 
trying its ways, Lam. 3. 14. ben our 


ing his bands, 


fin finds us out 


How faweet is it to 


for me that [ 


by a x 5 happy are we, 


If by the light of alfliclion aue find out fin. 
Blefſed is the man whom God chaſten- 


eth, and teacheth out of his law, P/al. 4 
94. 12. There are unſeen cauſes many 
zimes of our troubles; you have an aduan- 


tage now to fift out the ſeeds and princi- * 


ples from which they ſpring. 
Fourthly, 7 with 


that all the love and N 
delight you beflowed upon your little ons, . 
may now be placed to your greater advan- 


A 5 


; tage 


viii Fbypiſtle Dediebtur). 


heart from. him, and hath ſpoken 


+ ure, ket all the ftreams meet and center in 
bes only. 


' 
\ 


tage upon Feſus Chriſt, and that the ſtream 

af your affettion' to him may be ſo much the 
Aronger, ag there are now fewer channels 
for it to be divided into. If God will nor 
Have any- part of your happineſs to lie in 
children, | then let it wholly lie in himſelf. 
If the 0 of the Lord hath removed 
that which drew away too mich of your 
this 
rod, ſaying, ſtand aſide, child, thou art 


in my way, and filleſt more room in 


thy parents hearts than belongs to thee. 


O then deliver up all to bim, and ſay, 


Lord, take the whole heart” vhtirely and 
rendividedly' to thyſelf. +  Henceforth let 
there be — parting, ſbarinx or dividing 
of the affection⸗ mL God and the 8 


Fifthly, That you 2 1% frengrbbd 


: IF with all 7 in the inner man, to 51 pa- 


ö 


[ 


= tence, tbat the peace of God may 


ö 


kee p 
your hearts and minds; labour to bring 


your hearts to a meek ſubmiſſion to the rod 
F your father. We had fathers of the 


fleſh who corrected us; and we gave 
them 


a” To. Fo k KoURNERS.| 


Lv KE vii. 13. 


1nd when the Lord ſaw ber, he. had 
Compaſſion on her, and d ſaid to her: 
Weep not. | 3 


4 © be above the Stroke of f Paſlons, 
is a Condition equal to Angels, 


ſenſe of Sorrow, is a Diſpoſition beneath 
Beaſts : but duly to regulate our Sorrows, 


tural Affections, is deſervedly ranked 

amongſt the worſt of Heathens; and he 
ed that is able rightly to manage them, de- 
a- ſerves to be numbered with the beſt of 
ep Chriſtians. Tho'-when we are ſanctifi- 


* ed, we put on the Divine Nature; yet 


od till we are glorified, we. put not off the 
he afin of our human Nature. 


We a B wit 


to be in a State of Sorrow, without the 


and bound our Paſſions under the Rod, Mts 
is the Wiſdom, Duty, and Excellency : 
of a Cluittian. Hie that is without na- 


calming in Proſperity. 


2, 
- Whilſt we are within the reach of 
Troubles, we cannot be without the 
danger, nor onght not to be without the 
fear of Sin; and it is as hard for us to 
eſcape Sin, being in Adverſity, as be- 


How apt we are to tranſgreſs the 
Bounds both of Reaſon and Religion un- 
der a ſharp Affliction, appears as in moſt 
Mens Experience, ſo in this Woman's 
Example, to whoſe exceſſive Sorrow 
Chriſt puts a ſtop in the Text: He ſaw 
her, and had Compaſſion on her, and Jaid 
to her, Weep not. 

The Lamentations and Wallings of 
this diſtreſſed Mother, moved-the ten- 
der Compaſſions of the Lord in beholding Wb; 
it, and ſtirred up more Pity in his Heart re 


for her, than could be in her Heart for * 
her deat and only Son. pl 


In the Words we A to coußder both m 


| the Condition of the Woman, and the 8⁰ 
ante of Chrift with reſpect unto it. Wm 


Hrſi, The Condition of  this'Wo-Wly 


Tha which dppears to be very dolorous MA 
| and diſtreſſed ; her Groans and Tears 


moved 


13 | 
oved and melted the very Heart of 
hriſt to hear and behold them: hen 
be ſaw her, he had Compaſſion on her. 
How ſad- an Hour it was with her 
hen Chriſt met her, appears by what 
s ſo diſtinctly remark'd by the Evange- 


ach of 
Put the 
out the 
r us to 


as be- 


eſs the iſt, in ver. 12. where it is ſaid, Now 
ion un- Molen they came nigh to the Gate of the 
n moſt ity, behold, there was a dead Man car- 
man's ¶ ed out, the only Son of bis Mother, and 
Sorrow Be was a Widow, and much People of the 
He ſaw ity was with ter. 


nd aid In this one Verſe divers Heart-pierc- 


Ing Circumſtances of this Affliction are 


1gs of Woted. 

e ten- Firft, It was the Death of a Son. To 
olding MWbury a Child, any Child, muſt needs 
Heart rend the Heart of a tender Parent; for 


what · are Children but the Parent multi- 


art for 
P plied ? A Child is a part of the parent 


„both 


made up in another Skin. But to lay a 
nd the Son in the Grave, a Son which conti- 
o it. Wnues the Name, and ſupports the Fami- 
Wo- gu, this was ever Secur a very great 
lorous M Affliction... 

Tears e This Son was not "aan 
moved 


B 2 from 


(- 4 ] 
from the Cradle to the Coffin, nor ſtript 


out of its Swathing, to be wrapt in its 
Winding-cloath : Had he died in Infan- 
cy, before he had engaged Affection, 
or raiſed Expectation, the Affliction had 
not been ſo pungent and cutting as now 
it was; Death ſmote this Son in the 
Flower and Prime of his Time. He was 
a Man (ſaith the Evangeliſt) ver. 12. 4 
young Man, (as Chriſt calls him) ver. 14. 


He was now arrived at that Age which Wo 
made him capable of yielding his Mo- 
ther all that Comfort which had been E 
the Expectation and Hope of many b 
years, and the Reward and Fruit of Wc! 
many Cares and Labours; yet then A 
when the Endearments were greateſt, iſ © 
and her- Hopes higheſt, even in the C 
Flower of his Age he is cut off. Thus de 
Bafil bewaileth the Death of his Sen. Ml 
l nee had a Son, who was a young Ml {+ 
© Man, my only Succeffor, the Solace d 
of my Age, the Glory of his kind, the © 
* Flower of his Equals,. the Prop of my il * 
4 ; Family, arrived to the endearing Age: 
* then was he ſnatch'd from me by e 


Death, 


1 
ſtript Death, whoſe lovely Voice but a lit- 


t in its tle before [ heard, who lately was a 
Infan- WM pleaſant Spectacle to his Parent. 

ction, Reader, if this has been thine own 
n had ondition, as it hath been his that writes 


5 1 need ſay no more to convince thee 
hat it was a ſorrowful State indeed 
wriſt met this tender Mother in. 

Thirdly, And which is yet more, he 
as not only a Son, but an only Son: 
Wo you find in ver. 12. he was the only 
Son of his Mother; one in whom all her 


been Hopes and Comforts of that kind were 
many ¶ bound up. For, Omnis in Aſcanio fat 
uit of ¶ chari cura parentis. Virgil. All her 
then W Affections were contracted into this one 
ateſt, Object. If we have never fo. many 


Children, we know not which of them 


about our Table, it would grieve us to 


ſee the leaſt Twig amongſt them broken 
zolace MW down. But ſurely the Death of one out 
„ the of many, is much more tolerable than 
f m of all in one. 
Age: Hence it's noted in grins as che 
e by werte of earthly Sorrows, Fer. 6. 26. 


6 FT O Daugh- 


to ſpare. If they ſtand like Olive Plants 


0 BE 
O Daughter of my People, gird thee with 
- Sackcloth, and wallow thy ſelf in Afbes: 
make thee Mourning, as for an only Son, 
moſt bitter Lamentation. Yea, ſo deep 
and penetrating is this Grief, that the 
holy Ghoſt borrows it to expreſs the 
deepeſt ſpiritual Troubles by it. Zech. 
12. 10. They ſhall mourn for him, (name- 
ly Chrift whom they pierced) as one mourn- 
eth for an only Son. 
Fourthly, And yet to heighten the 
Affliction, it is ſuper-added, v. 12. And 
ſhe was a Widow. So that the Staff of 
her Age on whom ſhe leaned was bro- 
ken : ſhe had now none left to comfort 
or aſſiſt her in her helpleſs, comfortleſs 
State of Widowhood; which is a Con- 
dition not only void of Comfort, but 
expoſed to Oppreſſion and Contempt, 


Vea, and being a Widow, the whole 


Burden lay upon her alone; ſhe had not 


an Huſband to comfort her, as Elkana 
did Hanna in 1 Sam. 1. 8. Yhy weepeft 


thou, and why is thy Heart grioved? am 


not 1 more to thee than ten Sons? This 
would have been a great Relief; but 
| her 


— ö ß 22 5 


. 

her Huſband was dead as well as her 
Son: both gone, and ſhe only ſurviv- 
ing, to lament the loſs of thoſe Comforts 
that once ſhe had. Her Calamities 
came not ſingle, but one after another; 
nd this reviving and aggravating the- 
former. This was her Caſe and Condi- 
tion, when the Lord met herr. 
Secondly, Let us conſider the Counſel 
which Chriſt gives her, with Reſpect to 
this her ſad and ſorrowful caſe. And 
when the Lord ſaw her, he had Compaſ* 
fron on her, and ſaid unto her, Weep not. 
Relieving and ſupparting Words, wheres | 
in we ſhall conſider, IL) 

Occaſion, 

Motive, and; 

Counſel irlelf. o 
WY The Occaion of:5 it, il that 
was his ſeeing of her. This Meeting at 
the Gate of "he City, how accidental 
and-occaſional ſoe ver it ſeems, yet with- 
dut doubt it was providentially ſuited to 
the Work intended to be wrought. The 
Eye of his Omniſcience foreſaw her, and 
this Meeting was by him deſigned, as 
en B 4 an 


| 
| 
| 
| 


—— 4 
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ſo that we ſee him not; yet he ſees us, 


Lord towards her, that he prevents her 


; Infirmities, even natural as well as mor- 


[<0] 
an Occaſion of that famous Milne 
which he had wrought upon the young ll = 
Man. Chriſt hath a quick Eye to dif- W. 
cern poor mourning and) diſconſolate 
Creatures: And though he be now m 
Heaven, and ſtands out of our Sight, 


and his Eye (which is upon all our Trou- 
bles) ſtill affects his Saga, and moves 
his Bowels for us. 

Secondly, The Motive ſtirri ng him up 
to give this relieving and comfortable 
Counſel to her, was his own Compaſſion, 
She neither expected, nor deſired it from 
him, but ſo full of tender Pity was the 


with unexpected Conſolation: her Heart 
was nothing ſo full of Compaſſion for her 
Son, as Chriſt was for her: He bore our 


al ones in the days of his Fleſh; and 
though he be now ——_ to the higheſt 


Glory, yet till he continues as mercifu] 


as ever, and as apt to be touched with thy 
Senſe of our Miſeries, Heb. 4 | 


18. As 
. Lafth, The Counſel irſelf, Weep not 
| | herein - 


[9] | 
hergin fulfilling the Office of a Comfort 
et t them that mourn, whereunto he 
was anointed, Ja. 16. 1, 2, 3, Yet the 
Words are not an abſolute Prohibition 
of Tears and Sorrow, he doth not con- 
demn all Mourning as ſinful, or all Ex- 
preſſions of Grief for dead Relations as 
uncomely: no, Chriſt would not have 
his People ſtupid and inſenſate; he only 
prohibits ts the Exceſſes and Extravagan- 
cies of our Sorrows for the dead, that it 
ſhould not be ſuch a Mourning for the 
dead as is found among the; Heathen, 
who forrow without meaſure; -becauſe | 
without Hope, being ignorant of that 
grand Relief by the Refufrebiony 1 
the Goſpel reveals. 

The Reſurrection of her Son * the 
dead, is the Ground upon which Chriſt 
builds her Conſolation and Relief. Well 
might he ſay, Weep not, when he in- 

ended quickly to remove the cauſe of 
ber Tears, by reſtoring him again to life. 
Now tho' there be ſomewhat in this Caſe 
extraordinary and peculiar: for few or 


none that carry their dead Children to 
| B 5 e : 
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[ 10 ] 


the Grave, may expect to receive them 


again from the dead immediately by à 
ſpecial Reſurrection, as ſhe did: I fay 
this is not to be expected by any that 
now loſe their Relations; the Occaſion 


and Reaſons of ſuch miraculous ſpecial 


Reſurrections being removed, by a ſuf- 
ficient and full Evidence and Confirma- 
tion of Chriſt's divine Power and God- 
head: Yet thoſe that now bury their Re- 


lations, if they be ſuch as die in Chriſt, 


have as good and ſufficient reaſon to mo- 
derate their Paſſions, as this Mourner 
had, and do as truly come within the 
Reach and Compaſs of this Chriſt's com- 
fortable and ſupporting Counſel, Weep 


not, as ſhe did: For do but conſider what 


of Support or Comfort can a particular 
and preſent Reſurrection from the dead 
give us, more than that it is, and as it 
is a Specimen, Handſel or Pledge of the 
general Reſurrection ? It is not the re- 
turning of the Soul to its Body, to live 
an animal Life again in this World of 


Sin and Sorrow, and ſhortly after to un- 


dergo the Agonies and Pains of Death 
p again 4 


them 
by a 

I fay 
y that 
-alion 
Decial 
2 ſuf- 
rma- 


1 } | 
again; that it is in itſelf : any ſuch Privii 
lege as may afford much Comfort to the 
Perfon raiſed, or his Relations: It is no 
Privilege to the Perſon raiſed, for it re- 
turns him from Reſt to Trouble, from 
the Harbour back again into the Ocean. 
It is matter of Trouble to many dying 
Saints, to hear of the likely-hood of their 
returning again, when they are got ſo 
nigh to Heaven 

It was once the caſe of a gon Minis 
ter of this Nation, who was much troub- 
led at his Return, and ſaid, I am al- 
moſt like a Ship ar ven out of the Storm 
almoſt to the Harbour, and then driven 
back into the Storm again: or a weary 
Traveller that is come near his home, 
and then muſt go back to fetch ſome- 
what he had forgotten; or an Appren- 


tice, whoſe time is almoſt expired, and 


then muſt begin a new Term. 
But to die, and then return again from 


the dead, hath leſs of Privilege, than to. 


return oniy from the Brink of the Grave; 


for the ſick hath not yet felt the Agonies 


and laſt ſtruggles or Pangs of Death, 
_ buy 


. Forgetfulneſs and Inſenſibleneſs of 


©. 
but ſuch have felt them once, and muſt 
feel them again: they muſt die twice, 
before they can be happy once: and be 
ſides — the little time they ſpend on 


Earth, betwixt the firſt and ſecond Diſ- 
ſolution, there is a perfect [amne/ftta 


that which they ſaw, or enjoyed in their 
Eſtate of Separation It being neceſſa 

both for them, and others, that — 

be, for (for themſetves) it's neceſſary, 
that they may be content to live, and 
endure the time of Separation from that 
bleſſed and ineffable State, quietly and 
patiently; and for others, that they may 
live by Faith, and not by Senſe, and 
build upon divine, and not human Au- 

thority and Report, . 

So that here you ſee, hei Agonies 
and Pangs are doubled, and yet "their, 
Life not ſweetened by any Senfe of their 
Happineſs, which returns and remains 

with them, and therefore it can be no 


ſuch Privilege to them. 

And for their Relations, though it be 
| ſome Comfort to receive them again from 
„ 
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the dead; yet the Conſideration, that 
they are returned to; them into the'ſtor- 
my Sea, to partake of new Sorrows and 
Troubles, from which they were lately 
free; and in aſhort time they muſt part 
ith them again, and feel the double 
Sorrows of a -parting pull, which others 
feel but once; ſurely ſuch a particular 
Reſurrection, - conſidered in itſelf, is na 
ſuch ground of Comfort as at firſt we 
might imagine it to be. 5 
It remains then that the Ground of all 
ſolid Comfort and Relief againſt the 


Death of our Relations, lies in the ge- 
may neral and laſt Reſurrection, and what is 
and in a particular one, is but as it were a 
Au- Specimen, and Evidence of the general: 

and there the Apoſtle places our Relief, 
nies 1Theſſ. 4. 17. that we ſhall ſee and en- 
heir joy them again at the Lord's coming. 
heir And ſurely this is more, than if with 
Lins this Mother (in the Text) we ſhould pre- 
no ſently receive them from the dead, as 

K ſne did her Son: And if we judge not 
be ſo, it is becauſe our Hearts are carnal, 
om and meaſure things rather by Time and 


he | | Senſe, 


A 
i 
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Lu! 
Senſe, than by Faith and Eternity. 
Thus you ſee the Counſel, with its 
ground, which for the moſt part is eom- 
mon to other Chriſtian Mourners with 
her; the difference being but inconſide- 
rable, and of little Advantage. 
Here then you find many Aggravati- 
ons of Sorrow meeting together : A Son, 
an only Son, is carry! * the Grave, 
yet Chriſt commands ny Mo- 

ther, not to mourn. 

Hence we note, 7 6 
That Chriſtians * to moderate 
their Sorrows for their dead Relations, 
how many afflicting Circumſtances and 
Aggravations ſoever do meet together 

in their Death. 11 

It is as common with Men, yea, good 
Men, to exceed in their Sorrows for | 
dead Relations, as it is to exceed in their 
Loves and Delights to living Relations; 
and both of the one and the other, we 
may ſay as they ſay of Waters; it's 
hard to confine them within their Bounds. 
It is therefore grave Advice which the 
Apoſtle delivers in this caſe, 1 Cor. J. 


29, 30. 


— 


BW. Wo. 
29, 30. But this Jay Brethren, the 
time is ſhort ; It remaineth, that both they 
that have Wives, be as though they had 
none; and they that weep, as though they 
we pt not; and thoſe that rejoice, as though 
they rejoiced not. As if he had ſaid, the 
floating World is. near its Port: God 
hath contracted the Sails of Man's Life: 
it is but a point of time we have to live, 
and ſhortly it will be a point not to chooſe, 
whether we had Wives'or not, Children 
or not: all theſe are time-eaten things, 


and before the expected Fruit of theſe 
ions, Comforts be ripe, we ourſelves may be 
and rotten. It's therefore an high Point of 
ether Wiſdom, to look upon things which 
5 ſhortly will not be, as if already they 
rood were not, and to behave ourſelves in the 
for loſs of theſe carnal Enjoyments, as the 
heir natural Man behaves himſelf in the uſe 
ons; of ſpiritual Ordinances: He hears, as if 
we he heard not, and we ſhould weep, as 
It's if we wept not. Their Afﬀections are a 
ads. little moved ſometimes by ſpiritual things, 
the but they never lay them ſo to Heart, as 
. 7. 3 


* 


py 
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to be broken-hearted for the Sint they 
hear of, or deeply affected with the Glo- 
ry revealed: We alſo ought to be ſenſi- 


ble of the Stroke of God upon our dear 


Relations: but yet ſtill we muſt weep, 
as if we wept not; that is, we muſt 
keep due Bounds and Moderation in our 


Sorrows, and not to be too deeply con- 
cerned for theſe dying, ſhort-liv'd things. 


To this purpoſe the Apoſtle exhorts, 
Heb. 12. 5. My Son, deſpiſe not the Chaſ- 
tening of the Lord; neither faint when 
thou art rebuked of him. Theſe are two 
Extreams, deſpiſing and fainting: when 
God is correcting, to ſay, I do not re- 


gard it, let God take all if he will; if 


my Eſtate muſt go, let it go: if my 
Children die, let them die: this is to 
deſpiſe the Lord's Chaſtening: and God 


cannot bear it, that we ſhould bear it 


thus lightly. 

There is alſo another 3 a 
that is Fainting : If when Goods are ta- 
ken away, the Heart be taken away; 
and when Children die, then the Spirit 


of the Parent dies alſo; this is ſainting 
under 
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under the Rod. Thou lamenteſt (ſaith 


Seneca) thy deceaſed Friend, but I 
Vwould _ have thee : grieve bey ond 
© what is meet. That thou houlait not 

« grieve at all, I dare not require thee; 
Tears may be excuſed, if they do not 
exceed: Let thine Eyes therefore be 
© neither wholly dry, nor yet let them 
overflow: Weep: thou mayſt, but wail 
thou muſt not. 

Happy Man that ſtill keeps the golden 
Bridle of Moderation upon his Paſſions 
and Affections, and ſtill keeps the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of himſelf, - whatſoever he loſe the 
Poſſeſſion of. 

Nov the method in which I purpoſe 
to proceed ſhall be, | 

1. To diſcover the Signs 
2. To diſſnade from the Sin 

3. To remove the Pleas © 

4. To propoſe the Cure of { 
Firſt, Iſhall give you the Signs of im- 
moderate Sorrow, and ſhew you whenit 
exceeds its Bounds, and becomes ſin- 


| immio- 
4 derate 
Sorrow. 


ful, even a Sorrow to be ſorrowed for: 
and for Clearneſs ſake, I will firſt allow 


what 
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what may be allowed to the Chriſtian 
Mourner, and then vou will the better 
diſcern wherein the Exceſs and Sinful- 
neſs of your Sorrow lies. 

And firſt, How much ſoever we cen- 
ſure and condemn immoderate Sorrow, 
yet the afflicted muſt. be allowed an 
awakened and tender Senſe of the Lord's 
afflicting Hand upon them. It's no 
Virtue to bear what we do not feel : 
Yea, it is a moſt unbecoming Temper, 


not to tremble when God is: ſmiting. 


The Lord faith to Mo/es, in the caſs 
of Miriam, Numb. 12. 24. F ber Fu- 
ther had ſpit in her Face, ſhould ſhe not be 
aſhamed ſeven days? The Face is the 


Table and Seat of Beauty and Honour ; 


but when it is ſpit upon, it is made the 
Sink of Shame. Had her own Father 


ſpit upon her Face when ſhe had diſ- 


pleaſed him, would ſhe not have gone 
aſide as one aſhamed by ſuch a Rebuke, 
and not have ſhewed her Face to him 
again in ſeven Days? How much more 


ſhould ſhe take it to heart, and be ſen- 


ible of this Rebuke of mine, who have 
filled 


- * 


I WI _ 
filled her Face with Leprous Spots, the 
Signs of my Diſpleaſure againſt her? 
Surely God will be aſhamed of thoſe, 
that are not aſhamed when he rebukes 
them. | | 

It is not Magnanimity, but Stupidity, 
to make light of God's Corrections; and 
for this the afflicted are ſmartly taxed, 
Jer. 5. 3. I have ſmitten them, but they 
have not grieved. When God ſmote Job 
in his Perſon ; Children, and Eſtate, he 
aroſe and rent his Mantle, and put Duſt 
on his Head, to ſhew he was not ſenſeleſs 
and unaffected, and yet bleſſed the af- 
flicting God, which as painly ſhewed he 


was not contumacious and unſub- 


* miſhve. 


Secondly, We muſt allow the mourn- 
ing afflicted Soul a due and comely Ex- 
preſſion of his Grief and Sorrow, in his 
Complaints both to God and Men. © 
It's much more becoming a Chriſtian 
ingenuouſly to open his Troubles, than 
ſullenly to ſmother them. There is no 
Sin in complaining to God, but much 
Wickedneſs in complaining of him: 
| Griefs 


20 J 
Griefs are eaſed by Groans, and Heart- 
preſſures relieved by. Utterance. This 
was David's Courſe and conſtant way, 


who was a Man of Afictions ; P/al- 
142. 2, 3. 1 poured out my Complaint be- 


fore bim, I ſbewed before him my Trou- 


ble: 77 hen my Spirit was overubelmed 
within me, then thou kneweſt my Path. 
To whom ſhould Children go, but to 
their Father to make their moan? 
Whence may they expect Relief and 
Comfort but from him? The 102d Pſalm 
is entitled, 4 P/alm for the Afflicted, 
when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out 


Bis Complaint before the Lord 


And happy were it, if every aflicted 
Soul would chuſe this way to expreſs his 


| Sorrows. Did we complain more to 


God, God would complain leſs of us, 
and quickly abate the Matters of our 
Complaint. O you cannot think how 
moving, how melting, how prevailing. 
it is with God, when his poor burdened 
and afflicted People, in a Day of Diſ- 
treſs and Deſpondency, when Deep call- 


eth unto Deep, and one Wave drives 
on 


Teart- 
This 
Way, 
P/at. 
11 Be- 
Trou- 
[med 
th. 
Ut to 
Zan ? 
and 
alm 
Ted, 

out 


ted 
his 


ur 
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on another, then for the oppreſſed Soul 
with Humility, filial Confidence, -and 
Faith, to turn itſelf to the Lord, and 
thus beſpeak him. 

Father, what ſhall I do? My Soul i is 
greatly bowed down by Trouble, * 
am full to the brim, my vain Heart 
© hath looked for Relief this way and 
that way, but none comes; every 
© door of Comfort is ſhut up againſt me: 
Comfort is removed from my outward}; 
and Peace from my inner Man: Sharp 
Afflictions without, and bitter Reflec- 
© tions within. O Lord, I am oppreſſ- 
© ed, undertake for me. Fathers of the 
© Fleſh pity their diſtreſſed Children, 
* when they complain to them, and 
© wilt not thou, O Lord; Whoſe Com- 
© paſſions as far exceed Creature Com- 


— as the Sea exceeds a Drop: 
O my Father, pity me, ſupport me, 


© deliver me.” 
O how acceptable is this to God! how 


advantageous to the Soul ! 


We may alſo make our Complaintto 
Men. So did Job. ch. 19. 21. Have 
31 15 | FF pity, 


18 


the hand of God hath touched me. And it 
is a Mercy if we have any Friends that 
are wiſe, faithful, and experienced ; 

They are born for ſuch a time as this; 

Prov. 17. 17. But be they what they 
will, they cannot pity as God, relie ve 
and ſuccour as he: and ofteniimes we 
may ſay with Job, ch. 21. 4. As for 
me, is my Complaint to Men ? And if it 
were, why ſhould not my Spirit be troub- 
led © q. d. What great Advantage can 
I get by theſe Complaints? I may bur- 
den the Heart of my Friend, but how 


very opening of the Heart to an expe- 
rienced tender Chriſtian, is ſome Relief, 
and the engaging his Prayers is more. 
Thus far you moan ſafely: In all this 
there is no danger. 


ordinarily) accule, judge and condemn 
himſelf, for being the Cauſe and Procu- 
rer of his own Troubles. - He may law- 
fully be diſcontented, and vexed with 


et, for his own Folly, when the 
[niquity 


pity, have pity on me, O ye my Friends ; fr 


little doth that eaſe my own ? Yet the 


Thirdly, The afflicted Perſon may 


mis © = 
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40. 

Iniquity of his Heels compaſleth him 
about. And truly it is but ſeldom that 
any great Affliction befals a gracious 
Perſon, but he ſaw the need of ſuch a 
Rod before he felt it. | 
Hath God ſmitten thy Child or Friend, 
and didſt thou not foreſee ſome ſharp 
Trial coming? Did not thy fond, ſe- 
cure, carnal Temper, need ſucha ſcourge 
to awaken, quicken, and purge thee ? 
Or if you did not foreſee it, it's now 

our Duty to ſearch and examine your- 
ſelves, So the Church in their Affliction 
reſolved, Lam. 3. 40, Let us ſearch and 
try our ways. When God is ſmiting, 
we ſhould be ſearching. . Surely our 
Iniquities will enquire after us, if we will 


Tre, not enquire after them, Yea, in the day. 
his of Affliction, a gracious Soul is inquiſt- 

tive about nothing more than the pro- 
ay curing and provoking Cauſe of his Trou- 
un bles, Job 10. 2. Shew me wherefore 
u- Ibou contendeſt with me; 9. d. Lord, what 
- ſpecial Corruption is it that this Rod is 
th ſent to rebuke: What ſinſul Neglect 
e 


doth it come to humble me for? O diſ- 
an COVET 
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cover 1t.noty. to me, and recover me kn 
now from it. 
And having found the Root and Cauſe | 
of their Troubles, ingenuous Souls will 
ſhame themſelves for it, and give Glo- 
ry to God, by an humble Submiſſion, 
and Vindication of the Equity of his pro- 
ceedings; Fob 7. 20: 1 — e fans, 
what fall I do unto thee, thou Preſer ver 
of Men ? He thinks it no Shame freely 
to diſcover unto God, and deeply t 
abaſe himſelf before him, for his Folly. 

I remember a choice Note that Mr. 
Brightman hath in his Commentary upr 
on the Canticles. 

Holy Men (faith he) after their 
Hearts are renewed by Repentance, 
are not aſhemed to remember and con- 
feſs their Slips and ſhameful Falls, to 
© the Glory of God; for they account 
= © that Glory which ſuch Confeſſions take 

from them, is not loſt, whilſt it goes 
© to the Glory of God.“ If this Glory 
may riſe out of our Shame, how willing 
ſmould we be to take ſuch Shame to us? 
.=- wank David was not aſhamed to ac- 
== n 
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F me knowledge, P/al.' 38. 5. My Wounds: 
Cauſe 
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ink andare corrupt, becauſe of my Fool- - 
ſbneſs. He is the wiſeſt Man that thus 
vefools himſelf before God. 

It is true, God may afflict from pre- 
ogative or for Trial ; but we may al- 
'ays ſee Cauſe enough in ourſelves, and: 
t is ſafeſt to charge it upon our own. 
Foll 
Laftl, The afflicted Chriſtian may in 
in humble ſubmiſſive manner plead with 
od, and be earneſt. for the n 
of the Affliction. 

When Affliction preſſeth us {in 
Strength, when it diſables us for Duty, 
br when it gives Advantage to Temp- 
ation, then we may ſay, with David, 
Remove thy Stroke from me, 1 amconſum- 
-d by the Blow of thine Hand, Pſal. 39. 
10. Even our Lord Jſeſus Chriſt, i inthe 
day of his Troubles; - poured out his 
Soul with ſtrong Cries and many Tears, 
G, Father, if thou-berwilling, let this 

Cup paſs from me, Luke. 22. 42. Op- 
preſſed Nature deſires Eaſe; py even 
our; tene med Nature Aalen F 1 
1 f C-: a 405 . from 
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from thoſe Clogs and Temptations which 
hinder us in Duty, or expoſe us to Shares. 

Thus far we may ſafely go. 

But Sorrow then becomes ſinful and 
exceſſive, when, 

Fir, It cauſeth us to flight and as: | 
ſpiſe all other Mercies and Enjoyments, 
as ſmall things, in compariſon of wn 
we have loſt. | 

lt often falls out that the ſetting of one 
Comfort clouds and benights all the reſt: 
Our Tears for our loſt Enjoyment fo 
blinds our Eyes, that we cannot ſee the 
many other Mercies which yet remain; 
We take ſo much notice of what is gone, 
that we take little or no notice of what 
is left. But this is very ſinful : for it 
involves in it both Ignorance, Ingyane 
. 5 and yu Provocation. 
> It's a Sin ſpringing from Ignorance: 
Did we know the Deſert of our Sin, we 
would rather wonder to ſee one Merey 
f left, han that twenty are cut off. They 
that know they have forfeited every 
Mercy, 'ſhould be thankful that they en- 
Joy aH and patient when they loſe any 
of their Comfort. 1 1 
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Did we know God, even that Sove- 
reign Lord, at whoſe Diſpoſal our Com- 
forts come and go, who can the next 
Moment blaſt all that remain, and turn 
you into Hell, afterwards you would 
prize the Mercies he yet indulges to.you 
atan higher Value, Did you underſtand 


which 
nares. 


1 and 


d de- 
1ents; 


what the fickle vaniſhing Nature of the Crea- 

tue, what a Flower, what a Bubble it 
f one Wis: O how thankful would you be to 
> reſt find ſo many yet left in your Poſſeſſion 
nt ſo Did you know the caſe of thouſands 
e the as good, yea, better than you, whoſe 
Nain : ¶ whole Harveſt of Comfort in this World, 
gone, is but a handful to the Gleanings of the 
what WJ Comforts you ſtill enjoy, who in all their 
for it Lives never were Owners of ſuch com- 
rrati- WM fortable Enjoyments as you now over- 


NY look, ſurely you would not act as you 
ance; 0. Hort 

„ we Beſide, what vile Ingratitude is in 
ſercy WI this? What, are all your remaining 
They Mercies worth nothing? You have buri- 


very ed a Child, a Friend: Well but ſtill you 
Ven- have a Huſband, a Wife, other Chil- 
any dren; or if not, you have comfortable 


Did C 2 Accom- 
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Accommodations for your | ſelves, with MW 2D 
Health to enjoy them; or if not, yet 
have you Ordinances of God, it may be 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, and in the Cove- 
nant, Pardon of Sin, and Hopes of 
Glory. What! and yet ſink at this 
rate, as if all your Mercies, Comforts 
and Hopes, even in both Worlds, were 
buried in one Grave. Muſt 7chabod be 
written upon your beſt Mercies, becauſe 
Mortality is written upon one? Fie, fie, 
what ſhameful Ingratitude is here? 

And really, Friend, ſuch a Carriage 
as this under the Rod, 1s no ſmall Pro- 
vocaticn to the Lord to go on in Judge- 
ment, and make a full end of all that 
remains, ſo that AﬀMiction ſhall not riſe 
up the ſecond time. 

What if God taking notice hos lit- 
| tle thou regardeſt the many undeſerved 

Favours thou yet poſſeſſeſt, ſhould ſay, 
Well, if thou chinkeſ them not worth 
the owning, neither do I think them 
worth the continuing? Go Death, there 
is a Huſband, a Wife, other Children 
yet left, {mite them all. Go Sickneſs 


wands 4 — <A vt — _ _H£ — 


and 
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and remove the Health of his Body yet 
left; go Loſſes, and impoveriſn his Eſ- 
tate yet left; go Reproach, and blaſt 
his Reputation, which is yet ſweet: 
What would you think of this? And 
yet if you would be out of Chriſt, you 
are in danger of a far ſadder ftroke than 
either or all yet mentioned. What if 


pes of 
t this 
mforts 


, were 


bod be od ſhould ſay, Prizeſt thou not my 
ecauſe Mercy? Haſt thou no Value for my 
e, fie, ¶ Goodneſs and Forbearance towards 


hee? Is it nothing that I have ſpared 
thee thus long in thy Sins and Rebelli- 


rria 
| Pro- ons? Well then, I will ftretch out my 
udge- and upon thy Life, cut off that Thread 
| that hich hath kept thee ſo many Years 
t riſe from dropping into Hell. 32 

O think then what you have done, 
w lit- by provoking the Lord through your 
erved vile Ingratitude! It is a dangerous 
ſay, ching to provoke God, when he is al- 
vorth ready in a way of Judgement. And if 
hem you be his own People; and fo out of 
there the danger of this laſt and worſt ſtroke ; 
dren yet know, you have better Mercies to 
:nefs- MI loſe than any you have yet loſt. Should 
and . 
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God cloud your Soul with Doubts, let 
looſe Satan to buffet you, remove Joy 
and Peace from your inner Man, how 
100n would you be convinced, that the 
Funeral of your deareſt F nend is but a 
Trifle to this? 

Well then, whatever God aw 1 
ſtill thankful for what he leaves. It was 
the great Sin of Hrael in the Wilderneſs, 
that tho' God had delivered them from 
their cruel ſervitude in Egypt, miracu- 
louſly fed them in the Deſert, and was 
leading them into a land that was flow- 
ing with Milk and Honey ; yet as ſoon 
as any want did but begin to pinch 
them, preſently all theſe Mercies were 
forgotten and ſlighted ; Numb. 14. 12: 
' Would to God (ſay they) we had died 
in Egypt. And, Naw! 11. 6. There ts 
nothing at all eh des this Manna. Be- 
ware of this ye mourning and afflicted 
ones. You ſee both the fin thatis in it, 
and the danger that attends it. 

- Secondly, And no leſs ſinful are our ſor- 
rows, when they ſo wholly ingulph our 
Tarts, that we either mind not at all, 
or 
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or are little or nothing ſenſible of the 
publick Evils and Calamities which he * 
upon the Church and People of Gd. 
Some Chriſtians have ſuch publick 
Spirits that the Churches troubles ſwal- 
low up. their. perſonal trouble.  Me- 
lanctbon ſeemed to take little notice of 
the Death of his Child, which he dear- 
ly loved, being almoſt overwhelmed 
with the Miſeries lying on the Church. 

And it was a good Evidence of the Gra- 
ciouſneſs and publickneſs of Eli's Spirit, 
who ſitting in the Gate anxiouſly waiting 
for tidingsfrom the Army, when the Ti- 
dings came that [/rael fled before the 
Philiſtians, that his two Sons Hopbni and 
Phineas were dead, and the Ark of God 
was taken, juſt at the mention of that 
word, The Ark of God, before he heard 
out the whole Narration, his mind 
quickly preſaged the Iſſue, he ſunk 
down and died, 1 Sam. 4. 19., 20. 0 
that was the ſinking, the killing Word; 
had the Meſſenger ſtoped at the death 


of his two ſons; like he had ſupported 


that Burthen; but the loſs of the Ark 
wa 
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was more to him than ma or DO” 


* Xe 


But how few ſuch publick Spirits _ 
pear even among Profeſſors in this ſelf- 
iſn Generation? may we not with the 
Apoſtle complain, Phil. 2. 21. All 
ſeek their own, and not the things that 
are of Chriſt? Few Men have. any great 
Cares or Deſigns lying beyond the 
Bounds of their own private Intereſts. 
And what we ſay of Cares, 1s as true of 
Sorrows : If a Child die, we are ready 
to die too, but publick Calamities pierce 
us not. | 

How few ſuffer either owe domeſtic 
Comforts: to be ſwallowed up in the 
Churches Troubles, or their domeſtick 
Troubles to þe ſwallowed up by the 
Churches Mercies. Now when it is 
thus with us, when we little regard 


what Mercies or Miſeries lie upon o- 


thers, Hut are wholly intent upon our 
Afflictions, this is a ſinful ſorrow, and 
ought to be ſorrowed for. 


ful and exorbitant, when they divert us 
6 from 


Thirdly, Our ſorrows then become ſin- | 


rather for thy dead Heart. 


i 8 ] 
from, or diſtract us in our Duties, ſo 
that our Intercourſe with Heaven is ſtopr 
and interrupted by them. | 

How long can we fit alone muſing 
upon a dead Creature? Here our 
Thoughts eaſily flow, but how hard to 
fix them on the- living God-! when our 
Hearts ſhould be in Heaven with our 
Chriſt, they are in the Grave with our 
dead. May not many afflifted Souls 
juſtly complain, that their troubles had 
taken away their Chriſt from them, (I 
mean as to ſweet ſenſible Communion) | 
and laid the dead Child in his Room ? 

Poor Creature, ceaſe to weep any lon- 
ger for thy dead Relation, and weep 
Is this thy 
Compliance with God's deſign in af- 
lifting thee ? What to grow a greater 
Stranger to him than before? Or is this 
the way to thy Cure and Comfort in 
Affliction, to refrain from Prayer, and 
turn thy back upon God ? 

Or if thou dareſt not wholly neglect 
thy Duty, yet thy Affliction ſpoils the 


Succeſs and Comfort of it ; thy Heart is 


wan 


) 
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wandering, dead, diſtracted in Prayer 


and Meditation, fo that thou haſt no 1 


lief or Comfort from i At. 

Rouze up thyſelf, Chriſtian, and con- 
ſider, this is not right. Surely the Rod 
works not kindly now. What, did thy 
love to God expire, when. thy Friend 
expired ? Is thy Heart as cold in Duty, 
as his Body is in the grave? Hath na- 
tural death ſeized him, and ſpiritual 
deadneſs ſeized thee ? ſure then thou 
haſt more reaſon to lament thy dead 
Heart, than thy dead friend. Divert 
the ſtream of thy troubles ſpeedily, and 
labour to recover thyſelf out of this 
Temper quickly; left ſad experience 
ſhortly tell thee, that-what thou mourn- 
eſt for, is but a trifle to what thou ſhalt 
mourn for hereafter. To loſe the hea- 
venly warmth, and ſpiritual livelinefs 


of thy affections, is undoubtedly a far 


more conſiderable loſs, than to loſe the 
Wife of thy Boſom, or the ſweeteſt 


Child that ever a parent laid in the 


| Read- 


Grave. 
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Reader if this be thy caſe, thou haſt 


ceaſofi to challenge the firſt place a- 
mong the Mourners. It is better for 
thee to bury ten Sons, than to remit one 
degree of Love or Delight i in God.' The 
end of God in ſmiting, was' to win thy 
Heart nearer to him, by removing that 
which-eſtranged it: how then doſt thou 
croſs the very deſign of God in this diſ- 
penſation ? Muſt God then loſe his De- . 
light in thy fellowſhip, becauſe thou 
haſt loſt thine in the Creature ? ſurely 
when thy Troubles thus accompany 
thee to thy Cloſet, they are pn and 
extravagant Troubles. 7 
Fourthly, Then you may alſo con- 
clude your ſorrows to be exceſſive and 
ſinful, when they ſo overload and op- 
preſs your Bodies, as to endanger your 
lives, or render them uſeleſs nth a 
for Service. \ 
Worldly Sorrow u Death, 2 Cor: 

7. YO. that is ſorrowd that the manner 
of worldly Men, Sorrodẽ in a meer car- 
nal natural way, which is not'relieved 
by any — Reaſonings and * 

er- 
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fiderations ; this falls ſo hea 
times upon the body, that it ſinks un- 
der the weight, and is caſt into ſuch 
diſeaſes as are never more wrought off, 
or healed in this World. Heavine/s in 
the heart of a Man makes it floop, ſaith So- 


ſome- 


lomon, Prov. 12. 25. 
dy muſt ſtoop under Heart preſſures. - 


It is with the mind of Man (faith one). 
as with the ſtone Tyrbenus, as long as 
it's whole it ſwimmeth, but once broke 
Grief is a Moth 
which getting into the mind, will in a 


it ſinks preſently. 


ſhort time make the Body, be it never 


ſo ſtrong and well wrought a piece, like 


an old feary Garment. 

Philoſophers and phyſicians generally 
reckon ſorrow among the chief cauſes 
of ſhortning Life. 
ſorrows, and acquainted with griefs, and 
this ſome think was the reaſon that he 
appeared as a Man of fifty, when he 
was little more than thirty years old; 
John 8..57.. But his ſorrows. were of a- 
* „ vrw | 7914 FIT 
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The ſtouteſt bo- 


Chriſt was a Man of 
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ne- Many a man's ſoul is to his body as a 
ſharp knife to a thin ſheath, which ea- 
ly —ç it through; and what do we by 
poring and pondering upon our troubles 
but whet the knife, that it may cut the 
deeper and quicker 3 ? Of all the crea- 
tures that ever God made (Devils only 


to be his own tormentor. | 
How unmercifully do we load them 
in times of affliction ? How do we not 
only waſte their ſtrength by ſorrow ; 
but deny relief and neceſſary refreſh- 
ment ? They muſt carry the load, — 
be allowed no refreſhment : if they ca 
eat the bread of affliction, and Arink 
ally IN tears, they may feed at full ; but no 
(es pleaſant bread, no quiet ſleep is permit- 
1of ted them. Surely you would not bur- 
and den a beaſt, as youdo your own bodies; 
he ou would pity and relieve a brute beaſt 
rhe I groaning and ſinking under an heavy 
od; burthen, but you will not pity nor re- 
f a-, eve your own bodies. 
vi Some men's ſouls have given. dach 
any deep wounds to 9 bodies, that they 
| are 


excepted) man is the moſt able and apt 
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are never like to enjoy many eaſy or com- 
fortable days more whilſt they d well in 
them. 

Now this is very ſinful, and diſpleaſ. 
ing to God; for if he has ſuch a ten- 
der care for our bodies, that he would 
not have us ſwallowed up of overmuch 
grief, tho' it be for fin, 2 Cor. 2.) 
but even to that ſorrow ſets bounds, 
How much leſs with outward ſorrow for 
temporal loſſes ? may not your ſtock of 
natural ſtrength be employed to better 
purpoſes, think you, than theſe? Time 
may come, that you may earneſtly 
wiſh you had that health and tren 
again to ſpend for God, which you now 
ſo laviſhly waſte, and prodigally caſt a- 
way upon your troubles to no purpoſe, 
or advantage. 

It was therefore an high point of Wii 
dom in David, and recorded no doubt 
for our Imitation, who when the Child 
wa dead, ceaſed to mourn, but aroſe, 
waſhed himſelf, and eat Bread, 2 Sam. 


12. 20. 


Fifth 
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com- Fifthly, When Affliction fours the 
ell in Spirit with Diſcontent, and makes it 
q; inwardly repine againſt the Hand of 
pleaſ- God, then our Trouble is full of Sin, 
ten-M and we ought to be humbled for it be- 
vould WM fore the Lord. 
much Whatever God doth with us or ours, 
2. 7. ſtill we ſhould maintain good Thoughts 
unds. of him. A gracious Heart cleaves ncar- 


for cr and nearer to God in Affliction, and 


ck of can juſtify God in his ſevereſt Strokes, 
better acknowledging them to be all juſt and 
TimeW holy, Pſal. 119. 7 5. I know alſo that thy 
neſty Judgements are right, and that thou in 


engt Faithfulneſs haſt affiifted me. And here- 
u now by the Soul may comfortably evidence 
aſt a-MW to itſelf its own Uprightneſs, and fin- 
rpoſe, cere Love to God. Yea, it hath been 
of. ſingular uſe to ſome Souls, to take 

Wil right meaſure of their Love to God in 
doubt o ich Trials: to have lovely and well 
Child pleaſed Thoughts of God, even when 
arcle, on ſmites us in our neareſt and deareſt 
2 Sam Comforts, argues plainly that we love 
him for himſelf, and not for his Gifts 

t bly. only : And that his Intereſt in the Heart 
| D 2 1 
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is deeper, than any Creature · intereſt is. 
And ſuch is the Comfort that hath reſult- 
ed to ſome from ſuch Diſcoveries of 
their own Hearts by cloſe ſmarting Af- 
flictions ; that they would not part with 
it, to have their Comforts (whoſe re- 
moval occaſioned them) given back-in 


lieu of it. 
But to ſwell with ſecret Diſcontent, 


and have hard Thoughs of God, as if 


he had done us Wrong, or dealt more 
ſeverely with us than any. O this is a 


vile Temper, curſed Fruit ſpringing. 


from an evil Root; a very carnal, igno- 


rant, proud Heart; or at leaſt from a 


very diſtempered, if renewed Heart. 
So it was with Jonah, when God ſmote 


his Gourd, Yea, (faith he) I do well to 


be angry even unto Death, Jonah 4.. 9. 
Poor Man, he was highly diſtempered 
at this time, andout of Frame, this was 
not his true Temper, or ordinary 
Frame, but a Surprize ; the Effect of a 
Paroxyſm of Temptation, in which his 

Paſſions had been over-heated. 
Few dare vent it in ſuch Language: 
ö But 


eſt is. 
eſult- 
ies of 
g Af- 
t with 
e re- 
ck in 


tent, 
as if 
more 
is a 
ging 
igno- 
om 42 
Ieart. 
mote 
ell to 
4. 9. 
pered 
S Was 
inary 
of a 


ch his 


lage: 
But 
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But how many have their Hearts imbit- 
tered by Diſcontent, and fecret Riſings 
againſt the Lord; which if ever the 
Lord open their Eyes to ſee, will coſt 
them more Trouble than ever that of 
Affliction did, which gave the occaſi- 
. | 

I deny not, but the beſt Heart may 
be tempted to think and ſpeak forward- 
ly concerning theſe Works of the Lord, 
that envious Adverſary of the Devil will 
blow the Coals, and labour to blow up 
your Spirits at ſuch time unto high Diſ- 
contents: The Temptation was ſtrong 


even upon David himſelf, to take up 
hard Thoughts of God, and to con- 


clude, Yerily I have cleanſed my Heart 
in vain; . d. How little privilege 
from the worſt of Evils hath a Man by 
his Godlineſs ? But he ſoon ſuppreſt ſuch 
motions. J1f 1 ſbould ſay thus, I ſbould 
offend againſt the generation of thy Chil- 
dren meaning, that he ſhould con- 
demn the whole race of godly men 
through the world ; for who is there a- 

G3 5 nn”: 
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mong them all, but is, or hath, or 
may be afflicted as ſeverely as myſelf. 


Surely, it is meet to be ſaid unto God, I 
have born chaſtiſement, I will not offend 
any more, Job. 34. 31. Whatever God 


doth with you, ſpeak well, and think. 


well of him and his works. 

Sixthly, Our ſorrows exceed due bounds, 
when we continually excite and provoke 
them by willing Irritations. 

Grief like a lion loves to play with us 
before it deſtroys us, and ſtrange it 1s 
that we ſhould find ſome kind of plea- 
ſure in rouſing our ſorrows. It's Seneca's 
obſervation, and experimentally true, 
that even. Sorrow itſelf hath a certain 
kind of delight attending it. 

The 7ews that were with Mary in 
the Houſe to comfort her, I ben they 
Jaw that ſhe -went out haſtily, followed 
her, ſaying, ſhe goeth to the Grave to 
weep there, John 11. 32. As they do 
(faith Calvin) that ſeek to provoke their 
Troubles by going to the Grave, or of- 
ten looking upon the dead Body. 


Thus we delight to look upon the re- 


licks 


WW 
licks of our deceaſed Friends, and «6: 
ten to mention their actions and ſayings, 
not ſo much for any matter of holy. and 
weighty inſtruction or 1mitation ; for 


that would warrant and commend the 


action; but rather ta rub the wound, 
and fetch the blood from it, by pierc- 
ing ourſelves with ſome little tri vial, 


yet wounding circumſtances. I have = 


known many that would fit and talk of 
the features, actions and ſayings of their 


children for hours together, and weep 


at the rehearſal of them, and that for. - 
many months after they were gone: ſo 
keeping the wound continually open, 
and excruciating their own hearts with- 
out any benefit at all by them; a lock 
of hair or ſome ſuch trifles muſt be kept 
for this purpoſe, to renew their ſorrow 
daily by looking on it. On this ac- 
count Jacob would not have his Son call- 
ed Benoni, leſt it ſhould renew his ſor- 
row, but Benjamin. 

I am far from commending a. brutiſn 
oblivion of our dear Relations, and con- 
demn it as much as I do this childiſh 


bale. 19 
and unprofitable remembrance. O 


Friends! we have other things to do 
under the rod than theſe, Were it not 
better to be ſearching our hearts and 
houſes, when God's rod is upon us, and 
ſtudying how to. anſwer the end of it, 
by mortifying thoſe corruptions which 
provoke 1t? Surely the rod works not 
kindly, till it come to this. | 

Seventhly, laſtly, our ſorrows may 
then be pronounced ſinful, when the: 
deafen our ears to all wholeſome and ſea- 
ſonable words of counſel and comfort, 
offered us for our relief and ſupport. 

Jer. 31. 15 A voice was heard in Ra- 
mah, lamentation and bitter weeping ; 
Rachel weeping for her children, would 


not be comforted for her chi laren, becauſe 


they were not. She will admit no com- 


fort, her diſeaſe is.curable by no other 


means but thereſtoration of her children; 
give her them again and ſhe will be 
quiet, elſe you ſpeak into the air, ſhe 
regards not whatever you ſay. 

Thus 1/rael in the cruel bondage in 
Egypt, Maſes brings them the glad tid- 
ings 
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mgs of deliverance ; but they bearkened 
not to him, becauſe of the Anguiſh of ſpi- 
rit, and their cruel bondage, Exod. 6. 9. 
Thus obſtinately fixed are many in 
their trouble, that no words of advice 
or comfort find any place with them : 
yea, I have known ſome exceeding 
quick and ingenious, even above the 
rate of their commom parts and abilities 
in inventing ſhifts, and framing objecti- 
ons to turn off comfort from themſelves; 
as if they had been hired to plead a- 
gainſt their own intereſt : and if they 
be driven from thoſe pleas, yet they 
are ſettled in their troubles too faſt to be 
moved; ſay what you will they mind 
it not; or at moſt it abideth not upon 
them. Let proper, ſeaſonable advice 
or comfort be tendered, they refuſe it; 
your counſel is good, but they have no 
heart to it now. Thus P/al.. 7). 10, 
My /oul (faith he) refuſed to be comforted. 
To want comfort in time of. affliction, 
is an aggravation of our affliction ; but 
to refuſe it, when offered us, wants not 
ſin. Time may come, when'we would 
| D 5 = be 
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be glad to receive comfort, or hear a 


word of ſupport, and ſhall be denied it. 


O! 'tis a mercy to the afflicted to 


have Barnabas with them, an interpre- 
ter, one among a thouſand; and it will 
be the great ſin and folly of the affſicted 
to ſpill thoſe excellent cordials prepared 
and offered to them, like water upon 
the ground, out of a froward or dead 
ſpirit, under trouble. Say not with 
them, Lam. 3. 18, 19. My hope 1s periſb- 
ed from the Lord, remembering mine af- 
fiction and my miſery, the wormwood and 
the Gall. It's a thouſand pities the 
wormwood and gall of affliction ſhould 
ſo diſguſt a chriſtian, as that he ſhould 
not at any time be able to reliſh the 
{ſweetneſs that is in Chriſt, and in the 
promiſes. And thus I have diſpatch'd 
the firſt part of my deſign, in ſhewing 
you wherein the fin of Mourners doth 
not he, and in what it doth. 

Secondly, having cleared this, and 
ſhewn you wherein the ſin and danger 
lies, my way is prepared to the ſecond 
thing propoſed, namely, to diſſwade 


Mour- 
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Mourners from theſe ſinful exceſſes of 
ſorrow, and keep the golden bridle of 
moderation upon their paſſions in times 
of affliction. And O that my words 
may be as ſucceſsful upon thoſe pen- 
ſive ſouls. that ſhall read them, as A 
bigail's were to David, 1 Sam. 25. 32. 
who when he perceived how proper and 
ſeaſonable they were, ſaid; Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, who ſent thee this 
day to meet me, and bleſſed be thy advice. 
I am ſenſible how hard a taſk it is I 
here undertake, to charm down and al- 
lay mutinous, raging, and tumultuous 
paſſions ; to give a check to the torrent 
of paſſion, is ordinarily but to provoke 
it, and make it rage and ſwell the more, 
The work is the Lord's, wholly de- 
pends upon his power and bleſſing. 
He that ſaith to the Sea, when the waves 
thereof roar, be ſtill, can alſo quiet and 
compoſe the ſtormy and tumultuous + 
ſea that rages in the breaſts of the af- 
flicted, and caſts up nothing but the 
froth of vain. and uſeleſs complaints of 
our miſery, or the dirt of ſinful any 
wick- 
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wicked complaints of -the dealings of 
the Lord with us. 

The rod of affliction goes round, and 
viſits all ſorts of perſons without diffe- 
rence: It is upon the tabernacles of the 
juſt and of the unjuſt, the righteous and 
the wicked, both are mourning under 
the rod. 

The godly are not ſo to be minded, 
as that the other be wholly neglected ; 
they have as ſtrong and tender, tho! not 
as regular affedtions to their relations, 
and muſt not be wholly ſuffered to ſink 
under their unrelie ved burdens. 

Here therefore I muſt have reſpect to 
two ſorts of perſons, whom J find in 
tears upon the ſame account; I mean 
the loſs of their dear relations, the re- 
generate and the unregenerate, I am a 
debtor to both, and ſhall endeavour 

Aer ſupport and aſſiſtance; for even 

the unregenerate call for our help and 

ity, and muſt not be neglected and 
wholly ſlighted in their afflictions. We 


muſt pity them that cannot pity them 


ſelves. The law of God commands us 


o 
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to help a beaſt, if fallen under its bur- 
den; how much more a Man ſinking 
under a Load of ſorrows ?. 

I confeſs uſes of comfort to the unre- 
generate, are not (ordinarily) in uſe a- 
mong us, and it may ſeem ſtrange 
whence any thing of ſupport may be 
drawn for them, that have no ſpecial 
intereft in Chriſt, or promiſes. 

I confeſs alſo, I find myſelf under 
great diſadvantages for this work, I 
cannot offer them thoſe reviving cordi- 
als that are contained in Chriſt, and the 
covenant, for God's afflicted people; 

but yet ſuch is the goodneſs of God, 

even to his enemies, that they are not 
left wholly without ſupports or means to 
allay their ſorrow. 

If this therefore be thy caſe, who 
readeſt theſe Lines, afflicted and un- 


ſanctified, mourning bitterly for thy 


dead Friends, and more cauſe to mourn 
for thy dead Soul, Chriſtleſs and grace- 
leſs, as well as childleſs or friendleſs: 


no Comfort in hand, nor yet in Hope, 
= full 


full of Trouble; and no Vent by Fry: 


er or Faith to eale thy Heart. 


Poor Creature, thy Caſe is ſad, but 


yet do not wholly ſink, and ſuffer thy 


ſelf to be ſwallowed up in Grief; thou 


haſt laid thy dear one in the Grave, 
yet thraw not thyſelf head-long into the 
Grave after him: that will not be the 


way to remedy thy Miſery: but fit 


down a while and ponder theſe three 
things; 

Firft, That of all Perſons in the 
World, thou haſt more reaſon to be ten- 
der over thy life and health, and care- 
ful to preſerve it; for if thy troubles 
deſtroy thee, thou art eternally loſt ; 


undone for ever. worldly ſorrow (ſaith 


the Apoſtle) works Death. And if it 
works thy Death it works thy damnati- 
on alſo ; for Hell follows that pale horſe, 
Rev. 6. 8. If a believer dies, there's no 
danger of Hell to him, the ſecond death 

| hath no power over him; but woe to 
thee if it oyertake thee i in thy {in ; be- 

ware therefore . what thou doſt againſt 

thy health and 85 Do not put the i 
| e 
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dle of ſorrow too near that thread, by 
waich thou. hang2ſt over the mouth 
of hell. | 

O it. is far better to be childleſs or 
friendleſs on earth, than hopeleſs and 
remedileſs in hell. 

Secondly, Own and admire the bounty 
and goodneſs of God manifeſted to thee 
in this affliction ; that when death came 
into thy family to ſmite and carry off 
one, it had not fallen to thy lot to be 
the perſon; thy huſband, wife, or 
child is taken, and thou art left; had 
thy name been in the conimiſſion, thou 
hadſt been now.paſt hops. | 

O the ſparing mercy of God ! the 
wonderful long-ſuffering of God towards 
thee : poſſibly that poor creature that 1s 
gone, never provoked God as thou haſt 
done; thy poor child never abuſed mer- 
cies, neglected calls, treaſured up the 
thouſandth part of that guilt thou haſt 
done: ſo that thou mighteſt well ima- 

ine it ſhould rather have cut thee down, 
that hadſt ſo provoked God, than thy 
poor little one. | Rr 
| But 


— 


7 81. | 
But O the admirable patience of God! 


O the riches of his long-ſuffering! thou 


art only warned, not ſmitten by it: Is 


there nothing in this worth thankful ac- 


Knowledgment ? is it not better to be 
in black for another on Earth, than in 


the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever ? Is it 
not eaſier to go to the grave with thy 
dead Friend, and weep there, than to 
go to hell among the damned, where 


there 1s weeping; and wailing, and 


gnaſhing of teeth ? 

Thirdly, This affliction for which thou 
. may be the greateſt mercy 
to thee that ever yet befel thee in this 
world. God now hath made thy heart, 
foft by trouble, ſhewed thee the vanity 
of this world, and what a poor trifle 1t 
is which thou madeſt thy happineſs: 
there is now a dark cloud ſpread over 
all thy worldly comforts. Now, O now! 
if the Lord would but ſtrike in with this 
affliction, and by it open thine eyes to 
ſee thy deplorable ſtate, and take off 
thy heart for ever from the vain world, 
which thou now ſeeſt hath nothing in it; 

and 


1 
and cauſe thee to chuſe Chriſt the only 


abiding good, for thy portion. If now 
thy affliction may but bring thy ſin to 


remembrance, and thy dead friend may 
but bring thee to a ſenſe of thy dead 
ſoul, which is as cold to God and ſpiri- 
tual things, as his body 1s to thee; and 
more loathſome in his eyes, than that 
corps is, or ſhortly will be to the eyes of 
men: then this day is certainly a day of 
the greateſt mercy that ever yet thou 
ſaweſt. O happy death, that ſhall prove 
life to thy ſoul. | 
Why, this is ſometimes the way of 
the Lord with men; Job 36. 8, 9g. If 
they be bound in fetters, and holden in 
cords of afflittion, then he ſheweth them 
their work, and their tranſgreſſion, that 
they have exceeded : he openeth alſo their 
ear to diſcipline, and commandeth them that 
they return from miygutty. | 
O conſider, poor penſive creature, 
that which ſtole . away the heart from 
God is now gone : that which eat up thy 
time and thoughts, that there was no 
room for God, ſoul, or eternity in them, 
5 * = 


are in one day 
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is gone: all the vain expectations that 
thou raiſedſt up to thyſelf, from that 
poor creature which now lies in the duſt, 
periſhed. O what an 


advantage haſt thou now for heaven, 


beyond whatever that thou yet hadſt! 


If God will but bleſs this rod, thou wilt 


have cauſe to keep many a thankſgiv- 


ing day for this day. 


I pray let theſe three things be pon- 
dered by you; I can beſtow no more 
comforts upon you, your condition 


bars the beſt comforts from you; they 
belong to the people of God, and you 
have yet nothing to do with them. 


I ſhall therefore turn from you to them, 


and preſent ſome choicer comforts to 


them to whom they properly -belong, 
which may be of great uſe to you in 
reading, if it be but to convince you 


of the bleſſed previlege and ſtate of the 
people of God, in the greateſt plunges 
of trouble in this world; and what ad- 
vantages their intereſt in Chriſt gi ves 
them for peace and ſettlement, beyond 
that ſtate you are in. 


And 


. 
And here Ido with much more of 
freedom and hope of ſucceſs, apply my 


t ſelf to the work of counſelling and com- 


forting the afflicted: you are the fear- 
ers of the Lord, and tremble at his 
word: the leaſt ſin is more formidable 
to you, than the greateſt affliction.: 
Doyptle(s you would rather chuſe to bu- 
ry all your children, than provoke and 
grieve your heavenly Father. Your 
relations are dear, but Chriſt is dearer 
to you by far. * 

Well then, let me perſuade you to 


retire a while into your cloſets, redeem 


a little time from your unprofitable ſor- 
rows, eaſe and empty your hearts be- 
fore the Lord, and beg his bleſſing up- 
on the relieving, quieting, and heart- 
compoſing conſiderations that follow; 


ſome of which are more general and 


common, ſome more particular and 
ſpecial, but all of them ſuch, as thro' 
the bleſſing of God may be very uſeful 
at this time to your ſouls. I 
1. Confid. Conſider in this day of ſor- 
row, who is the framer and — 
this 


this rod by which you now ſmart; is it 


not the Lord? and if the Lord hath 


done it, it becomes you meekly to ſub- 


mit, Pal. 46. 10. Be ſtill ns know that 


Jam God. 

Man and man ſtand. upon even 
ground : if your fellow creature do any 
thing that diſpleaſes you, you may not 
only enquire, who did it, but why he did 
it? you may demand his grounds and 
reaſons for what he hath done; but you 


may not do fo here: It is expected that 


this one thing, the Lord hath done it, 
ſhould without any farther deſputes, or 

conteſts, ſilence and quiet you, — 
ver it be that he hath done; Job 33. 13. 
FW by doft thou ftrive againſt him ? for 


be grveth not an account of any of his mat- 


ters. The ſupreme Being muſt needs 
be an unaccountable and uncontroula- 
ble being. 

It's a ſhame for a child to ſtrive with 
his Father; a ſhame for a ſervant to con- 
tend with his maſter : but for a creature 


to quarrel and ſtrive with the God that 


made him, O how ſhameful it is! wn 
y 
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ly *tis highly reaſonable that you' be 
ſubject to that will whence you have 
proceeded, and that he who formed 
you and yours, ſhould diſpoſe of both 
as ſeemeth him good. It is ſaid, 2 Sam 

36. that whatſoever the Ki ing did, 
pleaſed all the people: And ſhall any thing 
the Lord doth, diſpleaſe you? he can 
do no wrong. If we pluck a roſe in the 
bud as we walk in our gardens, who 
ſhall-blame us for it? it is our own, 
and we may crop it off when we pleaſe; 
is not this the caſe ? thy ſweet bud which 
was cropt before it was fully blown, 
was cropt off by him that owned it, yea, 
by him that formed it. If his domini- 
on be abſolute, ſure his diſpoſal ſhould 
be acceptable. 

It was ſo to good Eli, 1 Samuel. 3.18. 
It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemetb, 
bim good. And it was ſo to David, 
Pſal. 39. 9. I was dumb, I opened not my 
mouth; becauſe thou didf it. Olet it be 


for ever remembred, that he whoſe name 


alone is Jehovah, is the moſt high over -= 
the earth, Pal. 83. 18. | | 


: 
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The glorious ſovereignty of God is 
illuſtriouſly diſplayed in two things, his 
| decrees, and his providences. With 
reſpect to the firſt he ſaith, Rom. 9. 1 
1 will have mercy, on whom I will have 
mercy. Here is no ground of diſputing 
with him; for ſo it is ſaid, ver. 20. ho 
art thou, O man, that replieſt againſt 
God? Shall the thing formed ſay to him 
that formed it, why haſt thou made me 
thus? Hath not the potter power over 
the clay? | 

And as to his providences, wherein 
his ſovereignty is alſo maniſeſted, it's 
ſaid, Zech. 2. 13. Be filent, O all Heſb, 
| before the Lord, for he is raiſed up out of 


his Habitation. - It's ſpoken of his pro- 


vidential working in the changes of 
kingdoms, and Deſolations that attend 
them. 

Now ſeeing the caſe ſtands thus, that 
the Lord hath done it, it 1s his pleaſure 
to have it ſo; and if it had not been his 
will, it could never have been as it 1s: 
he that gave thee (rather lent thee) thy 
relation hath taken him. O how quiet 


d ſhould 


| longer ; 


2 5 -] 

ſhould this conſideration leave thee! if 
your landlord who hath many years ſuf- 
fered you to dwell in his houſe, do at 
laſt warn you out of it, tho? he tell you 
not why ; you will not contend with him, 
or ſay he hath done you wrong: much 


leſs if he tell you, it will be more for 


his profit and accommodation to take it 
into his own hand, than let it to you any 
Doubtleſs reaſon will tell you, you 
ought quitely to pack up and quit it. 
It's your great landlord from whom you 


hold (at pleaſure) your own, and your 


relations lives, that hath now warned 
you out from one of them, it being 


more for his glory (it may be) to take it 
in his own hand by death; and muſt 


you diſpute the caſe with him ? 


Come chriſtian, this no way becomes 
thee, but rather, the Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken, bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord. Look off from a dead 


creature, lift up thine eyes to the ſove- 
"reign, wiſe, and holy pleaſure that or- 


dered this affliction : conſider who he is, 
and 


* * 
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and what thou art? yea, purſue this 


conſideration till thou canſt ſay, I am 


filled with the will of God. 
2. Conſid. Ponder well the quality of 
the comfort you. are deprived of, and 


remember, that when you had it, it 


ſtood but in the rank and order of com- 
mon and inferior comforts. 
Children and all other relations are 


but common bleſſings, which God in- 
differently beſtows upon his friends and 


enemies, and by the having or loſing 
of them, no man knows either love or 
hatred. It is ſaid of the wicked, P/al. 
77. 14. That they are full of children, 
yea, and of children that do ſurvive 
them too; for, they leave their ſubſtance 
to their babes. Full of ſm, yet full of 
children, and theſe children live to inhe- 
rit their parents fins and eſtates together. 

It is the miſtaking of the quality and 
nature of our enjoyments, that ſo 


plunges us into trouble when we loſe 
them. We think there is ſo neceſſary 
2 connexion betwixt theſe creatures and 

At our 


— 


„ 
our happineſs, that we are utterly un- 
done when they fail un. 

But this is our miſtake; there is no 
ſuch neceſſary connexion or dependance, 
we may be happy without theſe things. 
It is not Father, Mother, Wife, or 
Child, in which our chief good and fe- 
licity lies, we have higher, better, and 
more enduring things than theſe; all 
theſe may periſh, and yet our ſoul ſecure 
and ſafe, yea, and our comfort in the 
way, as well as end, may be ſafe e- 
nough though theſe be gone. God 


hath better things to comfort his people 


with than theſe, and worſe rods to af- 
flict you with than the removal of theſe : 
had God let your children live and flou- 

riſh, and given you eaſe and reſt in your 
tabernacle, but in the mean time inflict- 


ed ſpiritual judgements upon your ſouls; 


how much more ſad had your caſe been? 
Bat as long as our beſt mercies are 
all ſafe, the things that have ſalvation 
in them remain, and only the things 
that have vanity in them are removed, 
you are not prejudiced, or much hinder- 
f ed 
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ed as to the attainment of your laſt end 
by the loſs of theſe things. 7 


Alas, it was not Chriſt's intent to pur- 


chaſe for you a ſenſual content in the 
enjoyment of theſe earthly comforts, 
but to redeem you from all iniquity; 
purge your corruptions, ſanctify your 
natures, wean your hearts from this vain 
world; and ſo to diſpoſe and order your 
preſent condition, that finding no reſt 
and content here, you might the more 
ardently pant and ſigh after the reſt 
which remains for the people of God. 
And are you not in as probable a way 
to attain this end now, as you were be- 
fore ? do you think you are not as likely 
by theſe methods of providence to be 
weaned from the world, as by more 
pleaſant and proſperous ones; every 
wiſe man reckons that ſtation and con- 
dition to be beſt for him, which moſt 
promotes and ſecures his laſt end and 
great deſign. 

Well then, reckon you are as well 
without theſe things as with them; yea, 
and better too, if they were but =P 
an 
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and ſnares upon your affections, you 
have really loſt nothing, if the things 
wherein your eternal happineſs conſiſteth 


be yet fafe. Many of God's deareſt 
children, have been denied ſuch com- 
forts as theſe, and many have been de- 
pri ved of them and yet never the farther 
from Chriſt and heaven for that. 

3. Conſid. Always remember, that 
how ſoon and unexpected ſoever your * 
parting, with your relations was, yet 
your leaſe was expired before you loſt 
them, and you enjoyed them every mo- 
ment of the time that God intended 
them for you. 

Before this relation, whoſe loſs you 
lament, was born, the time of your 
enjoyment and ſeparation was* un- 
alterably fixed and limitted in heaven, 
by the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh; 
and altho' it was a ſecret to you, whilſt 
your friend was with you, yet now it 1s 
a plain and evident thing, that this was 
the time of ſeparation before appointed ; 
and that the life of your friend could by 
no means be protracted or abbreviated, 
| E 2 but 
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but muſt keep you company juſt ſo far: 


and then part with you. 

This propoſition wants no full and 
clear ſcripture-authority for its founda- 
tion : how pregnant and full is that text, 
Job 2.4. 5, 6, Seeing his days are determin- 
ed, the number of his months are with 
thee: Thou haſt appointed him his bounds 
which he cannot paſs. 

The time of our life, as well as the 
place of our habitation, was prefincs 
before we were born. 

It will greatly conduce to your ſettle- 
ment and peace, to be well eſtabliſhed 
in this truth, that the appointed time 
was fully come, when you and your 
dear relation parted; for it will prevent 


and ſave a great deal of trouble which 


comes from our after-reflections. 


O, if this had been done, or that * 


mitted; had it not been for ſuch miſ- 
carriages and over-ſights, my dear huſ- 
band, wife, or child, had been alive 
at this day! no, no, the Lord's time 


was fully come, and all things concurred 


and fell in together to bring about the 
plea- 
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pleaſure of his will, let that ſatisfy you; 
had the ableſt phyſicians i in the world 
been there, or had they that were there 
preſcribed another courſe, as it 1s now, 
ſo it would have been when they had 
done all. Only it muſt be precautioned, 
that the decree of God no way excuſes 
any voluntary ſinful neglects or miſcar- 
riages. God over-rules theſe things to 
ſerve his own ends, but no way ap- 
proves them: but it greatly relie ves a- 

ainſt all our involuntary and unavoid- 
able over-ſights and miſtakes about the 
uſe of means, for the timing of them; 
for it could not be otherwiſe than now 
10285: 2:55, 
Object. But many things are alledg- 
ed againſt this poſition, and that with 
much ſeeming countenance, from ſuch 


ſcriptures as theſe ; Pſal. 54. 25. Blood- 


thirſty men ſhall not live out half their 
days. Eccleſ. J. 18. why ſhouldſt thou 
die before thy time? Pſal. 102. 24. O my 
God, take me not away in the midft of my 

days. Ifa. 28. 10. 1 am deprived of the 


— of my years, And prov. 10. 27. 
E 3 The 


the years of tbe wicked ſball be ſbortned. 


It is demanded, what tollerable ſenſe we 


can give theſe ſcriptures, whilſt we in⸗ 


ſert an unalterable fixation of the term | 


of death. 


Sol. The ſenſe of all theſe ſen ptures 


will be clear'd up to full faticfattion by 


diſtinguiſhing death, and the terms of it. 


Firſt, we muſt diſtinguiſh death-in- 
to natural and violent. 
The wicked and blood-thirſty men ſhall 


not live out half their days, Ci. e.) half 
ſo long as he might live according to the 


courſe of nature, or the vigour and 


ſoundneſs of his natura! conſtitution: 
for his wickedneſs ei ther drawns nature 
in an exceſs of riot and luxury, or ex- 
poſes him to the hand of juſtice, which 
cuts him off for his wickedneſs, before 
he hath accompliſned half his days. 
Again, we muſt diſtinguiſh of the term 
or limit of death, which is rd gene- 
ral or ſpecial. | 

The general limit is now ſeventy or 


_ eighty years; Pſal. 90. 10. The days of 


our 


at "Fa 5 
The fear of the: Lord prolongeth days, but 


years yet is their flrength labour and ſorrow. 


al perſon; anditis only known to us by 


the former account, and may be ſaid 
when he dies at thirty or forty years old, 


I 
our years are threeſcore years and ten, ans 
if by reaſon of firength they be funf. 


To this ſhort limit the life of man is ge- 
nerally reduced ſince the flood; and tho 
there be ſome few exceptions, yet the 
general rule is not thereby deſtroyed. 
The ſpecial limit is that proportion 
of time which God by his'own counſel 
and will hath allotted to every individu- 


the event. Fhis we affirm to be a fixed 
and unmovable term, with it all things 
ſhall fall in, and obſerve the will of God 
in our diſſolution at that time. But be- 
cauſe the general limit is known, and 
this ſpecial limit is a ſecret hid in God's 
own breaſt; therefore man reckons by 


to be cut off in the midſt of his days; 
for it is ſo, reckoning by the general 
account; tho' he be not cut off till the 


end of his days, by his ſpecial limit. 


Thus he that is wicked dies before 
his time, (i. e.) the time he might attain 
nes f 9 


Alas, the poor mourner, overwhelmed 
with grief; hath no pleaſure | in that; it 
is not 
therefore I ſhall for the preſent wave the 
controverſy, and wind up this conſide- 
ration, with an humble and ſerious mo- 
tion to the afflicted, that they will wiſe- 
ly come. Your relations lived with you 
every moment that God intended them 
for you, before you had them. 

O parents! mind this Þ beſeech you; 


the time of your child's continuance in 


the womb was fixed in a minute by the 


Lord; and when the parturient fulneſs 


of that time was come, were you not 
willing it ſhould be delivered thence into 


the world? the tender mother would 


not have it abide one minute longer in 

the womb, how well ſoe ver ſhe loved 
it: and is there not the ſame reaſon we 

ſhould be willing, when God's 0 
: | e 
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to in an ordinary way: but not before 
the time God hath appointed. And 
ſo in all other objected ſcripture. 
It is not proper at all in a ſubject of 
this nature to digreſs into a controverſy. 


for him at this time; and 
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ed time is come, to have it delivered by 


death out of this ſtate, which in reſpect 
of the life of heaven, is but as the life 
of a child in the womb, to its life in 
the open world. 

And let none ſay the death of chil- 
dren is a premature death. God hath 
ways to ripen them for heaven, whom 
he intends: to gather thither betimes, 


which we know not: in reſpect of fit- 


neſs they die in a full age, tho* they be 
cut off in the bud of their time. 

He that appointed the ſeaſons of the 
year, appointed the ſeaſons of our com- 
fort in relations; and as thoſe ſeaſons 
cannot be altered, no more can theſe. 
All the courſe of providence i is guided 
by an unalterable decree? what falls 
out caſually to our apprehenſion, yet 


falls out neceſſarily in reſpect of God's 


appointment. 
O therefore be quieted in it; this 
muſt needs be as it is. | | 
4. Confid. Hath God ſmitten your dar- 
ling, and taken away the delight of 
your eyes with this ſtroke? ? bear this 
» ſtroke 


— 
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ſtroke with patience and quiet ſubmiſſi- 
on: for how know you but your trouble 
might have been greater from the life, 


than it is now from the death of, of your 


children? 
Sad experience made a holy man once 


to ſay, It's better to weep for ten dead 
children, than for one living child: 


a living. child may prove a continual 


. drooping, yea a continual dying to the 
parents heart. What a; ſad word was 
that of David to Aliſbai, 2 Sam. 16. 
11. Behold, ſaith; he, my ſon which came 
out of my bowels ſeeketh my life. I re- 
member Seneca in his conſolatory epiſtle 
to his friend Marullus, brings in his 
friend thus aggravating the death of his 
child. 

O, faith Marullus, had my child 
„lived with me, to how great modeſty, 
* gravity, and prudence, might my 


© diſcipline have formed and moulded 


* him? but, ſaith Seneca, (which is 
more to be feared) he might have been 
© as voters moſtly are : fi: look (ich 


* 
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* he 


N es 
© he) what children come even out of | 
the worthieſt families; fuch who exer- 
Ciſe both their own' and others luſts; 
in all whoſe life there is not a day 
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wickedneſs upon it. 

I know your tender love to your chil- 
dren will ſcarce admit ſuch jealouſies of 
them; they are at preſent ſweet, love- 
ly, innocent companions, and you doubt 
not but by your care of their education, 


and prayer for them, they might have 


been the joy of your hearts. 
Why, doubtleſs Z/au, when he was 
little and in his tender age, promiſed 
as much cornfort to his parents as Jacob 
did; and I queſtion not but ac and 


Rebecca (a gracious pair) ſpent as many 


prayers, and beſtowed: as many holy 


counſels upon him, as they did. 
his brother: but when the child grew 


up to riper years, then he became a 
ſharp affliction to his parents; for it is 


ſaid in Gen. 26. 34. that uben Eſau was 


= years old, be took to wife Judith the 
daughter of Berith the Hittite, which was 


a grief 


without the mark of ſome notorious 2 


a FED” of mind to Iſaac and Rebecta; 
The word in the original comes from a 
root that ſignifies to imbitter: this child 
imbittered the minds of his parents by 


his rebellion againſt them, and d 


ing their counſels. 

And I cannot doubt "ak Abraham 
diſciplin'd his family as ſtrictly as any of 
you; never man received -an higher 
encomium from God upon that account: 
Gen. 18. 19. 1 know bim that he will 
command bis children and his houſbold af 
ter him, and they ſhall keep the way of 


te Lord. Nor can I think: but he be- 


| ſtowed as many and as frequent pray- 
ers for his children, and particularly for 
his Iſmael, as any of you: We find 
one, and that a very pathetical one re- 
corded, Gen. 17. 18. O that Iſhmael 


mig bi live before thee : and yet you know - 


how he proved ; a ſon that yielded him 
no more comfort than Eſau did to Jacab 
and Rebecca. £ 

O how much more common is it for 
nts to ſee the vices. and evils of 

their children, than their virtues and 

1 graces ? 


3 . 


3 1 


graces? And where one parent lives to 


rejoice in beholding the grace of God 
ſhining forth in the life of his child; 
there are twenty, it may be an hundred, 


that live to behold, to their VexzacGon 


and grief, the workings of © Corning | 
in them. 
It is a note of Plu- 

tarch in his Morals, Plut. Moral. p. 222 
Niacles (faith he) liv-'" © 

ed not to ſee the noble victory obtain- 
ed by Tbemiſtocles his Son. Nor Mel- 
trades to ſee the battle his Son Simon 
won in the field. Nor Zantipus to hear 
his Son Pericles preach, and make ora- 


J tions, Arifon never heard his ſon Plato's 


lectures and diſputations. But men 
(faith he) commonly live to ſee their chil- 
dren fall a gaming, revelling, drinking, 
and whoring; multitudes live to ſee 


ſuch things to their ſorrow. And if thou . 


be a gracious ſoul O what a cut would 
this be to thy very heart! to ſee thoſe . 
(as - David ſpake of his Ab/olom) that 
came out of thy bowels, to bs Gn | 
againſt God, that God whom thou lov- 

| eſt, 
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eſt, and- rn deater to the 
than thy very. life. 

But Fre: they 3 prove icin 
and hopeful ideen yet migiteſt thou 


not live to ſee more miſery come upon 


them than thou couldſt endure to (ee? 

O think what a ſad and doleful bt 
was that to Zedexkiab, Jer. 50. 10. The 
King of Babylon brought his children and 


flew them before his eyes. Hortjd * 


tacle! and that leads to the 
5. Coſſid. How Know you but by this 


ſtroke which you ſo lament, God hath 


taken them Away. — the evil tO 
come ? 

It is God's vhual way wheth me ex- 
traordinary galamities are coming 
the world, to hide ſome of his weak and 
tender ones out of the way by death, 
La. 57. 1, 2. he provided a Grave for 
Metbuſelab before the flood. The grave 


is an hiding- place to ſome, and God 1 
＋ 


fees it better for them to be under ground, 

than above ground in ſuch evil days. 

Juſt as a careful and tender father, 
who hack a ſon abroad at * * 


tber bemoan bim; but weep for him pe 5 


on. The days may be nigh in 
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the plague is broken # Hi in or near the 
place, ſends his horſe. preſently to fetch 
home his ſon, before the danger and 
difficulty be greater. Death is our fa- 
ther's pale horſe, which he ſends to 
fetch, home his tender children, and | 


| carry them out of harms way. 


Surely when national calamities are 
drawing on, it is far better for our 
friends to be in the grave in peace, than 
expoſed to the 10 and diſtreſſes 
that are here, which is the meaning of 
Fer. 21. 10. Weep nat for the dead, nei- 


goeth away, for be ſpall return no more, 


nor ſee his native country. 


And is there not a dreadful ſound of 
troubles now in our ears? do not the 
clouds gather blackneſs? ſurely | Ml | 
things ro nd about us ſeem to be 
ing and diſpoſing themſelves for 


FA: 
which 


you ſball 15 bleſſed is the Bonk that 
never hare, and ibe paps that wuever 
gave. ſuck, 

It was in the Th wherein the faith 


and 


* 
* 
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and patience of the ſaints were exerciſ- 


|. ed, that John heard a voice from hea- 


ven, ſaying to him, write, Bleſſed are 


the dead which die in the Lord from bence- 


forth. 


Thy friend by an act of favour is diſ- 


banded by death, whilſt thou thyſelf art 
left to endure a great fight of affliction. 
And now if troubles come, thy cares 
and fears will be ſo much the leſs, and 
thy own death ſo much the eaſier to 


thee; when ſo much of thee is in hea- 


ven already. In this caſe the Lord by 
a merciful diſpenſation is providing both 
for thy ſafety, and thy own eaſier paſ- 


ſage to them. 
In removing thy friends before hand, 


he ſeems to ſay to thee as he did to Pe- 


ter, John 14. 7. V bat I do thou knoweft 


not now, but hereafter thou ſhalt know 
it. The eyes of providence hath a pro- 


ſpe& far beyond thine; it would be inall 


probability an harder taſk for thee to 
leave them behind, than to follow them. 


A tree that is deeply rooted in the 


earth, requires many ſtrokes to fell it, 


but 
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but when its roots are looſened befote- 


hand, then an eaſy. ſtroke lays it down 


upon the earth. | 
6. Conſid. A parting time muſt needs 
come. And why is not this as good as 
another? you knew before-hand your 
child or friend was mortal, and'that the 
thread that linked you together, muſt be. 
cut. * If any one (faith Bafil) had 
* aſked, you; when your child was 
© born; what is that which is born? 
what would you have anſwered ? would 
you not have ſaid, it is a man? and if 
a man, then a mortal vaniſhing thing. 
And why then are you ſurprized with _ 
wonder to ſee a dying thing dead ? 
* He (faith Seneca) who complains 
that one is dead, complains that he was 
a man. All men are under the ſame 
condition ; to whoſe ſhare it falls to be 
born, to him it remains to die. | 
We are indeed diſtinguiſhed by the 
intervals, but equalized in the iſſue: 
It is appointed to all men once to die, Heb. 
9. 27. there is a ſtatute-law of heaven 
in the caſe. Eg e 
| 3 Poſſiblx 


Poſſibly you think this is the worſt 
time for parting that could be; had 
you enjoyed it longer, you could have 
parted eaſier, but how are you deceiv- 
ed in that? the longer you had enjoyed 
it, the lother ſtill you would have been 
to leave it: the 8 it would have 
rooted itſelf in your affection. 
Had God given you ſuch a previlege 
as Wag once gramed to the Engliſh par- 
liament, that the union betwixt you and 
your friend ſhotld not be diffolved, till 
you yourſelf were willitig it ſhould be diſ- 
ſolved ? when think you would you have 
beeti willing it ſhould be diffolved ? 

It's well for us and ours, that our 
times are in God's hand, and not in our 
own. And how immature ſoever it 
ſeemed to be when it was cut down; 
yet it came to the grave in a fo age, as 

a ſbock of corn in its ſeaſon, Job 5 . 26. 
They that are in Chriſt, and in he co- 
venant, never die unſeaſonably, when - 
ſoever they die, (ſaith one upon the 
text) © they die in a good old age, yea, 


though they die in the ſpring and _— 5 
cn 


8 
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of youth, they die in a good ald age, 
(ie) they are tipe for death - whenever 
they die. Whenever the godly die, 
its harveſt time with him: though in a 
natural capacity he be cut down While 
he is green, and eropt in the bud or bloſ⸗ 
ſom; yet in his ſpiritual capactty, he 
never dies before he' is ripe; God can 
ripen him ſpeedily, he can let out ſueh 
warm rays and beams of his fpirit upon 
him, as ſhall ſoon maturate the ſeeds of 
grace into a preparedneſs for glory. 

It was doubtiefs the moſt fit and ſea- 
ſonable time for them that ever they 
could die in; and ns it is a fit time for 
them, ſo for you alſo, Had it live 
longer, it might either have engaged 
you more, and ſo Jour parting would 
have been harder; or elſe have puzzled, 
and ſtumbled you more by diſcovering 
— natural corruption: and then what 

ſtinging aggra vation _ Jour forrow 
— that have been ? + 
Surely the Lord of time is the beſt 


judge of time; and in nothing do we 


more diſcover our folly' and 1 8 
F 4 thaß 
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than in preſuming to fix the times either 
of our comforts or troubles :' as to our 
comforts, we never think they can come 
too ſoon, we would have them preſent- _ 
ly, whether the ſeaſon be fit or not, as 
Numb. 12. 13. Heal ber now Lord. O 
let it be done ſpeedily; we are in poſt- 
haſte for our comforts; and for our 
afflictions, we never think they come 
late enough: not at this time, Lord, 
rather at any other time than now. 
But it is good to leave the timing both 
of the one and the other to him, whoſe 
works are all beautiful in their ſeaſons, 


and never doth — Thing? in an improper 


time. 


7. Confid. Call to mind in this day of 
trouble, the covenant you have made 
with God, and what you ſolemnly pro- 
miſed him in the day you took him for 
your God. 

It will be very #afonable and uſeful 
for thee, chriſtian, at this time, to re- 
flect upon theſe tranſactions, and the 
frame of thy heart in thoſe days, when 
an heavier load of ſorrow preſt thy heart, 
than thou now feeleſt. 


In 


| 81 J 

In thoſe your ſpiritual diſtreſſes, when 
the burden of fin lay heavy, the curſe 
of the law, the fear of hell, the dread 
of death and eternity, beſet thee on e- 
very fide, and ſhut thee up to Chriſt, 
the only door of hope. Ah what good 
news wouldſt thou then have accounted 
it, to eſcape that danger with the 1 
of all earthly comforts! 

Was not this thy cry in thoſe days? 
Lord, give me Chriſt, and deny me 
whatever elſe thou pleaſeſt. — 
my ſin, ſave my ſoul; and in order to 
both, unite me with” Chriſt, and I will 
never repine or open my mouth. Do 
what thou wilt with me; let me be friend- 
leſs, let me be childleſs, let me be poor, 


let me be any thing rather than a Chriſt⸗ 


leſs; graceleſs, hopeleſs ſoul.” _ 

And when the Lord harkened to thy 
cry, and ſhzwed thee mercy, when he. 
drew thee off from the world into thy. 
cloſet, and there treated with thee in ſe- 


cret, when he was working up thy heart 


to the terms of his covenant, and made 


thee willing to ed Chriſt upon his, 
: 5 own. 


% 


oe oo oo | 

own terms: O then how heartily didſt 
thou ſubmit to his yoke as moſt reaſon- 
able and eaſy, as at that time it ſeemed 
to thee? 8 

Call to mind theſe days, the ſecret 
places where Chriſt and you made the 
bargain: have not theſe words, or words 
to this ſenſe, been whiſpered by thee in- 
to his ear with. a dropping eye, and 
melting heart. | 
Lord Jeſus, here am I a poor guil- 
ty ſinner, deeply laden with fin, fear 

and trouble upon one hand, and there 
is a juſt God, a ſevere law, and Ever- 
laſting burnings on the other hand ; but 
bleſſed be God, O bleſſed be God for 
Jeſus the mediator, who interpoſeth be- 
twixt me and it. Thou art the only 
door of hope at which I can eſcape, thy 


blood the only means of my pardon and 


falvation. Thou haſt ſaid, Come unto 
me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden. 
Thou haſt promiſed that he that cometh 
to thee ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. 

_ © Bleſſed Jeſus, thy poor creature co- 
meth to thee upon theſe encouragements: 
TY | 1 come, 


good, my laſt end. 
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I come, O but it is with many ſtagger- 
ings, with many doubts and fears of the 
iſſue; yet I am willing to come and 
make à covenant with thee this day. 

I take thee this day to be my Lord, 
and ſubmit heartily to all thy diſpoſals: t 
do'what thou wilt with me or with mine: 
let me be rich or poor, any thing or no- 
thing in this world; I am willing to be 


as thou wouldit have me: and I do like- 


wiſe give myſelf to thee this day to be 
thine : all Jam, all Ihave ſhall be thine; 
thine to ſerve thee, and thine:to be diſ- 
poſed at thy pleaſure. Thou ſhalt hence 
forth be my higheſt Lord, my . J 


Now chriſtian, make good to Chriſt 
what thou ſo folemnly promiſedſt hin, 
He, I ſay, he hath dilpoſed of this thy 


dear relation as pleaſed him; and is here- 


by trying thy uprightneſs in the coves 
nant which thou:mad'ſt with him: now 
whereis the ſatisfaction and content.thom 
promiſedſt to take in all his diſpoſals ? 
where is that covenanted ſubmiſſion to 
his w ill ? didſt thou except this affliction 
that is come upon thee? _ 
3 . Didſt 
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Didſt thou tell him, Lord, I will be 
content thou ſhalt, when thou pleaſeſt, 
take any thing I have, ſave only this huſ- 
band, this wife, or this dear child; 1 
reſerve this out of the bargain: I mall 
never endure that thou ſhouldſt kill this 
comfort? If ſo, thou didſt in all this but 
prove thyſelf an hypocrite: if thou waſt 
ſincere in thy covenant, as Chriſt had 
no reſerves on his pang, ſo thou hadſt 
none on thine. 

It was all without any exception thou 
then reſignedſt to him, and now wilt 
thou go back from. thy word, as one 
that had out-promiſed himſelf, and re- 
pents the bargain? or at leaſt: as one 
that hath forgotten theſe ſolemn tranſ- 
actions in the days of thy diſtreſs? 
wherein hath Chriſt failed in one tittle 
that he promiſed thee? charge him if 
thou canſt with the leaſt unfaithfulneſs: 
he hath been faithful unto a tittle on his 
part; O be thou ſo upon thine : this 
day it's put to the proof, remember what 
_—_ haſt promiſed him. 

8. Conſid. But if page covenant - "with 


' God will not quiet thee; yet methinks 


( 3% ] 


God's covenant with thee might be pre- 
ſumed to do it. 

Is thy family. which was lately hope- 
ful and flouriſhing, a peaceful taberna- 
cle, now broken up and ſcattered? thy 
poſterity from which thou raiſedſt up to 
thyſelf great expectations of comfort in 


old age, cut off? ſo that thou art now, 


like neither to have a name or memorial 
left thee in the earth. 
Doſt thou ſit alone and mourn, to 


chink whitherto thy hopes and comforts . 


are now come ? 


Doſt thou read over thoſe words of 
Job, Chap. 29. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5: and com- 
ment upon them with many tears; Q. 
that 1 were as in months paſt,” as in the 


day when God preſerved me! when his 
candle ſhined upon my bead, and when 'y 
his Light I walked trons þ darkneſs ! 


I vas in the days of my 7 when the | 
. ſecret of Cod was upon my Tabernacle, 


when the almighty was yet with me, when 
children were about me, 


Let let the covenant God hath n now 


with 
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with thee, comfort thee in this thy deſs- 


late condition. | 

You know wi Jomeſtick croutled 
holy David met with in a fad ſucceſſion, 
| — only from the death of children, 
but which was much worſe, from the 
wicked lives of his children. There 
was inceſt, murder and rebellion in his 
family; a far ſorer trial than death in 
their infancy could have been: and yet 
ſee how ſweetly he relieves himſelf from 
the covenant of grace, in 2 Sam. 23. 5. 
Although my houſe be not ſo with God, yet 
he hath made with me an everlaſting cove- 
nant, ordered in all things and ſure; for 
this is all my ſalvation, and my defire, al- 
though he make it not th grow 
I know this place princi ipally refers to 
Chriſt, who was to ſpring out of David's 
family, according to God's covenant 
made with him in that behalf : and vet 
doubt not but it hath another, though 
leſs principal aſpe& upon his own fami- 
ly, over all the afflictions and troubles 
whereof the covenant of God with him, 


hd 2 comfort him; and as 
f it 


did not increaſe, and thoſe that were 
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it comforted him, although his houſe 


left were riot ſuch as he deſired; ſo it 
may abundantly comfort you alſo, 
whatever troubles or deaths be upon your 
families, who have an intereſt in the 
covenant, For, n 

_ Firſt, If you be God's covenant peo- 
ple, tho* he may afflit, yet he will ne- 
ver forget you, Pfal. 3. 5. He is ever 
mindful of his covenant. You are as. 
much upon his heart in your deepeſt af- 
fictions, as in the greateſt flouriſh of 
your proſperity. _ A 
© You find it hard to forget your child, 
tho' it be now turned to an heap of cor- 
ruption and loathſome rottenneſs. O how 


doth your mind run upon it both night 


and day! your thoughts tire not upon 
that object: why, ſurely it's eaſier for 
you to forget your dear child whilſt liv- 
ing and moſt endearing, much more 
when dead and undeſirable, than it is 
for your God to forget you, Ja. 49. 15. 
Can a woman forget bet ſucking child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have comprſſion'upon > 

Bored — 


ſon of her womb? yea, they may forget, 


yet will not I forget thee. 


Can a woman, the more affectionate 
ſex, forget her ſucking child: her own, 


child, and not a nurſing child; her own 


child, whilſt it hangs on the breaſt, and 


together with the milk from the breaſt, 
draws love from its mother's heart: can 
| ſuch a thing as this be in nature? poſ- 
ſibly it may; for creature-love is fickle 
and variable: but 7 will not forget thee, 
it's an everlaſting covenant. 

_ Secondly, As he will never forget you 
in your troubles; fo he will order all 
your troubles for your good: it's a well- 


ordered covenant ; or a covenant order- - 


ly diſpoſed : ſo that every thing ſhall 
| work together for your good. 


The covenant ſo orders all your tri- 


als, ranks and diſpoſes your various 
troubles ſo, as that they ſhall in their 
* orders and places ſweetly co-operate and 
Join their united influences to make you 
happy. 5 15 

Poſſibly you can't ſee how the preſent 


affliction ſnould be for your good, you 


are 


* 
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1, are ready to ſay with Jacob, Gen. 42. 
RE 36. Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not: 
te and ye will take Benjamin away; all theſe 
_ things are againſt me. But could you 
n once ſee how ſweetly and - orderly all 
Fl _ theſe afflitions work under the bleſſing 
and influence of-the covenant to- your 
C eternal good; you would not only be 
quiet, but thankful for that which now-- 
. ſo much affſicts and troubles you. 
Thiraly, This covenant is not only 
well ordered in all things, but ſure: the 
mercies contained in it are called tbe 
ſure mercies of David, Iſa. 55: 3. now 
how ſweet, how. ſeaſonable | a ſupport 
doth this conſideration give to God's 
afflicted under the rod, You ately: '- 
made yourſelves. ſure of that creature- 
comfort which hath forſaken you. It 
may be you ſaid of your child which is 
| now gone, as Lamech ſaid of his ſon No- 
ab, Gen. 5. 29. This ſame ſhall comfort 
us concerning our work, and toil of. our 
hands. Meaning that his ſon ſhould not 
f only comfort them by aſſiſting them in 
| the work of their hands, but for enzoy- 
2 | ing 
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him. 


on the ſand: and where were you now, 
if you had not a firmer bottom to build 


upon? but bleſſed be God, the cove- 


nant-mercies are more ſate- and ſolid: 
God, Chriſt, and Heaven never ſtart or 
fade as theſe things do. 

The ſweeteſt creature-enjoyments you 


ever had or have in this world, cannot 


ſay I will never leave thee nor forfake 
| thee. You muſt part with your dear 
huſbands, - how well ſoever you love 
them; you muſt bid adieu to the wife 
of your boſom, how nearly ſoever your 
affection⸗ be linked, and. heart delight- 
ed in her. Your children and you muſt 
be ſeparated, though they be to you as 


. your Own ſoul. 


But though theſe vaniſh away, bleſſed 
de God there is ſomething that abides. 
8 all * be as graſs, and the good- 


neſs 


go ] 
ing the fruit * their toil and pains for 


Probably ſuch thoughts you have 
had, and Taiſed up to yourlalves great 
expectations of comfort in your old age 
from it; but now you ſee you built up- 


A 
neſs of it as the flower of the graſs, though 
the graſs withereib, and the flower there- - 
of fFadeth, becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord 
bloweth upon it; yet the word of our ne 
ſhall fland for ever, Ifa. 40. 6, 7, 8 
There is fo much of ſupport contained 
in this one conſideration, that could but 
your faith fix here, to realize, and apply 
it; I might lay down my pen at this 
period, and fay, the work is done, there 
needs no more, 

9. Confid: The hope of the feſurte en 
ſhould powerfully reſtrain all exceſſes of 
ſorrow in thoſe that do profeſs it. 

Let them only mourn without meaſure, 
who mourn without hope. The huf- 
bandman doth not mourn when he caſts 
his ſeed- corn into the earth, becauſe he 
ſows in hope; commits it to the ground 
with an expectation to receive it again 
with improvement. Why, thus ſtands 
the caſe here, and juſt ſo the apoſtle 
ſtates it, 1 Theſſ. 4. 13, 14. But I 
would not have you to be ignorant, bre- 
thren, concerning them which are aſleep, 
that ye ſorrow not even as others which 

have 
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have no hope ; for if we believe that Je- 


Jus died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo 


which ſleep i in Feſus will God bring. with 


Bim. 


9. D. Look not upon the dead as 2. 
loſt generation: think not that death 


hath annihilated and utterly deſtroyed 
them. O no, they are not dead, but 
only aſleep } and if they ſleep, they ſhall 
awake again, You don't uſe to make 
out-cries and lamentations for your chil- 
dren and friends when you find them a- 
ſleep upon their beds. Why, death is 
but a longer ſleep, out of which they 
ſhall as ſurely awake, as ever they did 
in the morning in this world. 

I have often wondered at that golden 
ſentence in Seneca, my thoughts of the 
dead (faith he) are not as others are; 1 
have fair and pleaſant apprehenfions of 
them, for 1 enjoyed them as one that reckon- 
ed I muſt part with them, and 1 part with 
them as one makes account to have them. 

He ſpeaks, no doubt, of that enjoy- 
ment of them, which his pleaſant con- 


templations of their virtuous actions 
could 


— * 


could give him; for he was ; wholl 
alſo | quainted with the comfortable and heart- 
vith | ſupporting doctrine of the reſurrection. 
Had he known the advantages which re- 
ſult thence, at what a rate may ve 


-yndc- 2 


Je- 


8 . 


ath think he would have ſpoken of the dead 
ed and of their ſtate? but this you profeſs "I 
ut to believe, and yet ſink at a ſtrange 


all rate. O ſuffer not gentiliſm to out- vy 
chriſtianity: let not Pagans challenge 7 
the greateſt believers to out- do them in 
a quiet and chearful behaviour under 
is afflictionss. 5 
y I beſeech' thee, reader, 1 thy de- 
4 ceaſed friend has left thee any ſolid ._- 
ground of hope that he died intereſted 
in Chriſt, and the covenant ; that thou 
wilt diſtinctly ponder theſe admirable 
ſupports which the doctrine of the reſur- 
rection affords. 4 
| Firſt, That the ſame body which was . 
ſo pleaſant a ſpectacle to thee, ſhall be 
reſtored again; yea, the ſame numeri- 
cally, as well as the ſame ſpecifically, 
. bat it ſhall not only be the what it 
vas, but the who he was; theſe” eyes 
8 Hal - 


r 
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ſhall behold him, and not another, Job 1 9. 
27, Sc. The very ſame body you laid, 


or are now to lay in the grave, ſhall be 


reſtored again: thou ſhalt find thy own 


huſband, wife or child, or friend again: 


I fay the {elf ſame and not another. 
2dly. And farther, this is ſupporting, 


that as you ſhould ſee the ſame perſon 


that was ſo dear to you; fo you ſhall 
know them to be the ſame that. were 
once endeared to you on earth i in ſo near 
a tye of relation. 
fit you ſhall know them no more 
in any carnal relation, death diſſolved 
that bond; but you ſhall know them to 
be ſuch as once were your dear relati- 
ons in this world, and be able to fingle 
them out among - that great - multitude, 
and ſay, this was my father, mother, 
huſband, wife, or child. This was the 
perſon for whom I wept, and ſupplica- 


11. who was an inſtrument of good to 


or to whoſe ſalvation God then 
—_ me inſtrumental. 


For we may allow in that ſtate, all 


that knowledge which is cumulative and 
8 perfective, 


g 


* 
* 
. 
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Eeigtten ou felltiey and ſatisfsction, as 
this muſt needs be allowed to-do. Lu- 


ber judgetnent in this point, being by 


his friends aſted at ſupper the evening 


before he died, replied thus, ua (ſaid 
he) befet: n he never- ſaw Eve, 

but was ini a dead ſleep when God form- 
ed her? yet when he awaked and ſaw 
her, he afked:.not what ſhe was, nor 
whence: ſhe came? but ſaith, ſhe was 
fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his bone : 

now how knew he that? he being full 
of the holy Ghoſt, and indued with the 
knowledge of God, ſpake thus. After 


the ſame manner we alſo ſhall be in te 


other life renewed by Chriſt, and ſhall 
know our pererits, our wives and chil- 


en. 
And this among other things was that 
with which Au uftine comforted the la- 
dy Italica after the death of her huſband, 


telling her, that-ſhe ſhould -khow him 
in the world to come among the glort- 


fed ſaints. Yea, and 2 greater than 


either af theſe, Imean Paul, comforted 
himſelf, 


perbective, whatſoever may enlarge and 
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himſelf, that the Theſſalonians whom he 
had converted to C iſt, ſhould be his 
joy and crown of rejoicing in the preſence 


| of the Lord Jeſus Chrift at his coming. 


It is the concurrent judgement of 


. ſound divines, and it wants not counte- 


nance from ſcri pture and reaſon, that 


ſuch a knowledge of them ſhall be in 


heaven: and then the ſadneſs of this 


parting, will be abundantly recompenſ- 
'ed by the joy of that meeting: ef] 280 
ally conſidering, 


— 


Thirdly, That at our: net meeting, 


they mall be unſpeakably more defira- 
ble, ſweet and excellent, than ever they 


were in this world. They had a deſira- 
bleneſs in them here, but they were not 
altogether lovely, and in every reſpect 
deſirable: they 'had their infirmities, 


both natural and moral; but all theſe 
are removed in heaven, and for ever 
- done away. No natural infirmities hang 


about glorified bodies; nor ſinful ones 
upon perfected ſpirits of the juſt. O 
what lovely creatures will they appear 


to you then, when that which is ſown 


>»: 


OW 


with them, or ha ve le 
ſuch an hope dehind them. 
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now in diſtionout ſhall be raiſed in ho- 
nour, Cr. 15. 43. And then to crowh 


all, 


— You ſhall haves an everl aft 


ing enjoyment of them in heaven, never 


to part again, The children of the te- 
ſurrectioꝝ can die no more, Luke 20. 36. 


You ſhall kiſs their pale ps and cod 


cheeks no more, you ſhall never fear 
another parting pull, but be together 


wick the Lord for ever; 1 Theſſ. 4. 14. 


And this the apoſtle thought an effectu- 
al cordidl in this caſe, when he exhort- 
ed the Theſſalonians to eomfort one ano- 
ther with theſe words. 

10. Confid. The preſent felicity into 
which all that die in Crit are preſently 
admitted, ſhould abundantly 
chriſtians over the death of ach as ei- 
ther carried a lively hope out of the world 

f good grounds of 


Some there are that catrikd A Treely ' 
hope to heaven with them, who coul 


evidence to themſelves and friends their 


intereſt in Chriſt, and in the covenant. 
or * | Yea, Y 


comfort 


ts of. 
Yea, though they had died in ſilence, 
yet their converſations would ſpeak for 
them, and the tenour of their lives 
leave no ground of doubting, touching 


their death: others dying in their infan- 


cy or youth, though they carried not 
ſuch an actual hope with them, yet they 


have left good grounds of hope behind 


them. 288 

Parents, now ponder theſe. grounds; 

you have prayed for them, you have 

many times wreſtled with the Lord on 

their behalf; you have taken hold on 
(God's covenant for them, as well as for 


— — — N — 5 


yourſelves, and dedicated them to the 4 


| Lord; and they have not by any acti- 
| ons of theirs deſtroyed thoſe grounds of 


your hope, but that you may with much 


probability, conclude they are with 
God. 
Why, if the caſe be ſo, what abun- 
dant reaſon have you to be quiet, and 
well ſatisfied with what God hath done? 


can they be better than where they are? 


— — —  — 
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had you better proviſions and entertain- 


ments for them here, than their heaven- 
ly father hath above? 
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There is no chriſtian parent in the 
world, but would rejoice to ſee his child 
out-ſtrip and get before him in grace, 
that he may be more eminent in parts 
and ſervice than ever he was : and what 
reaſon can be given why we ſhould not 
as much rejoice to ſee our children get 
before us in glory as in grace? they are 


. gotten to heaven a few years before you, 


and is that matter of mourning ? would 
not your child (if he were not ignorant 
of you) ſay as Chriſt did to his friends' 
a little before his death, when he ſaw 

them caſt down at the thoughts of part- 
ing, John 14. 18. F ye loved me ye 
would rejoice, e Igo unto the fa- 
ther : g. d. Do you value your own ſen- 
{ible comfort from my bodily preſence: 
with you, before my glory and advance- 
ment in heaven? 1s this the love to me? 
or is it not rather ſelf- love? 

A king from heaven hath ſent for 
your weg, and do you repine at the 
journey? O think, and think again, 
what an honour it is to you, that Chriſt 

. $5 G 2 | kath 
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hath taken them out of your boſam, and 


laid them in his own: ftript them out 


of thoſe garments you provided, and 
eloathed them in white robes, waſhed 


in the blood of the lamb. Let not your 


hearts be troubled, rather rejoice ex- 
ceedingly that God made you inſtru- 
ments to repleniſh heaven, and bring 
forth an heir for the Kingdom of God. 
Vour child is now gtorifymg God in 


an higher way than you can; and what 
though you have loft its bodi} 


110! ly ptefence 
for a time? yet hope you dont reckon 
that to be your loſs, which turns to God's 
greater glory. 

Cares may break our ſleep, yea; break 
our hearts ; but they cannot add to our 
ſtature either in a natural, or in a civil 
notion: fo your ſorrowing may ſooner 
break your hearts than the yoke God 
hath laid on you. 

Alas, what is all this, but as the flut- 
tering of a bird in a net, which inſtead. 
of freeing, doth but the more entangle _ 


- itſelf? it was therefore a wiſe refolve of 


David in this very caſe, when the will 
of 


| 


i 
| | 
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of God was ſignified in the death of his 
child, 2 Sam. 12. 23. But now be 1s 
dead, "wherefore ſhould I faſt ? can I bring 
him back again? I ſhall go to bim, but 
he ſhall not return to me. 
Can I bring him back again? no, 1 | 


can no more alter the purpoſe and work 


of God, than I can change the ſeaſons 
of the year, or alter the courſe of the 
ſun, moon and ſtars, or diſturb the or- 


der of the day and night; which are all 
unalterably eſtabliſhed by a firm conſti- 
tution and ordinance of heaven. 


As theſe ſeaſons cannot - be changed 
by man, ſo neither can this courſe and 
way of his providences be changed, 
Job 23.13. He is of one mind, and who 
can turn him ? and what his foul defireth, 
even that he doth. Indeed while his plea- 
ſure and purpoſe are unknown to us, 
there is room for faſting and prayer to 
prevent the thing we fear : but when 
the purpoſe of God js manifeſted i in 2 
iſſue, and the ſtroke is given, then it 
is the vaineſt thing in the world, to fret; 
and vex ourſelves, as David's ſervants 


8 3 thought 
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thought he would do, as ſoon as he 
fhould hear the child was dead; but he 
was wiſer than fo, his tears and cries to 


God before, had the nature and uſe of {| 


means to prevent the affliftion, but 
when it was come, and could not be 
prevented, then they were of no uſe, 
to no purpoſe in the world : wherefore 
_ I faft ? q. d. to what end, ufe or 
arpoſe will it be now? 
Well then, caſt not away your 
ftrength and ſpirits to no advantage, 
reſerve them for future exerciſes and tri- 
als. Time may come that you may 
need all the ſtrength you have, and much 
more to ſupport greater burdens than 
this. 
12. Confid. The Lord is able to re- 
ſtore all your loſt comforts in relations 
double to you, if you meekly ſubmit to 
him, and patiently wait upon him un- 
der the rod. | 
When Eſau had loft his blefling, he 
fad, — thow bus one bleſſing, my father? | 


But your father hath more 


* 8. 
1 biefing 1 fer ow than one; "1 name is 
| the 
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the Farber of mercies? 2 Cor. 13. He 
can beget and create as many mercies 
for you as he pleaſeth; relations and the 


comforts of them are at his command. 


It is but a few months or years paſt, 
and theſe comforts whoſe loſs you now 
lament were not in being; nor did you 


. ktiow whence they ſhould ariſe to you, 


yet the Lord gave the word, and com- 
manded them for you: and if he pleaſe, 
he can make the death of theſe bs like 
a ſythe to the meadow that is mown 
down, or a razor to the head that is 
ſhaved bare;. which thongh it lay you 
under the preſent trouble and reproach 
of bartenneſs, yet doth but make way 
for a double increaſe, a 5 ſpring 
with ad vantage. 

80 that as it was with the captive 
church. in reſpect of her ſpecial children 
in the day of her captivity and reproach, 


the Lord made up all with advantage 


to her, even to her own aſtoniſhment, 
Iſa. 42. 20. The children which thou ſbalt 
have- after thou haſt loft the other, all 


Jay” agar th thy years, the place is t 
trait 
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Erait for me, give place to me that 1 _— 
dwell. 

Thus may he deal wich: you, as to 
your natural children and relations: ſo. 
that what the man of God ſaith to Ama- 
ziah, 2, Chron. 25. 9. may be applied 
to the caſe in hand, Amaziah /aid to the 
man of God, but what ball we do for the 
hundred talents? and the man of God an- 
 ſwered the Lord is able to give thee much 
more. than this. 

O ſay not, what ſhall I do for friends 
and relations death hath robbed me 
of all comfort in them. Why, the Lord 
is able to give you much more. But 
then, as ever you expect to ſee your 
future bleſſings multiplied, look to it, 
and be careful that you neither diſho- 
nour God, nor grieve him, by your un- 
ſubmiſſive and impatient carriage un- 
der the preſent rod. 

God took away all Job's children, 
and that at one et and the ſtroke 
immediate and extraordinary: and that 
when they were grown up and planted 
(a leaſt ſome of them) in ailtinet 1 | 
es; 


105 = 
hes; yea, * they were endearing 


Ty each other by the mutual expreſſions of 
7 affection; this muſt be yielded to be an 
"Ws extraordinary trial; yet het meekly te- 
o ceives, and patient ly bears it from the 
98 hand of the Lord. | 
d You have heard of the patience of 
* Job (caith the apoſtle, Jam. 5. 114% 
he een the end of the Lord? not only the 


Y gracious end or intention of the Lord in 
5 all his afffictions, but the happy end 
and iſſue the Lord gave to all his faffieti. 


i. ons, of which you have the account, 
ie: | Job 4a. 10. The Lord gave Job twice 
d , as — as he bad before. The number 
at of his children was not double to what 
3 he had, as all his other comforts wete; 
B32 but though the Lord only reftored the 
W ſame number to him again that he took 
1- away, yet it's like the comfort he had 
i 1 in theſe latter children, was double to 
| what he had in the fotmer. There's no- 
1, thing loft by waiting patiently, and ſub- 
Ee mitting willingly to the Lord's diſpoſal. 


It is as eaſy with the Lord to revive, 
as it is to remove your comforts in rela- 
tions, 


+ 
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tions. There is a ſweet expreſſion to 
this purpoſe in Pſal. 18. 28. For thou, 


Lord, wilt light my candle, the Lord my 
God will enlighten my darkneſs, | 

Every comfortable enjoyment, whe- 
ther it be in relations, eſtate, health, 
or friends, is a candle lighted by pro- 


a vidence * our comfort in this world, 


and they are but candles which will not 
always laſt; and thoſe that laſt longeſt, 
will be conſumed and waſted at laſt; 
but oftentimes it falls out with them as 
with candles, they are blown out before 
they are half conſumed; yea, almoſt as 
ſoon as lighted up, and then we are in 
darkneſs for the preſent. 

It's a dark hour with us when theſe 
comforts are put out: but David's faith 
did, and ours may comfort us with this, 
that he that blew out the candle, can 
light up another. Thou Lord, ſball 
light my candle, the Lord my God ſhall en- 
lighten my darkneſs, that is, the Lord 
will renew my comforts, alter the pre- 
ſent ſad eſtate Iam in; and chaſe away 
that trouble and darkneſs which at pre- 

| ſent 


- 


.F oy 1 
ſent lies upon-me. Only beware of of- 
fending him at whoſe beck your lights 
and comforts. come and go. Michal 


diſpleaſed the Lord, and therefore had 


no child unto the day of her death; 2 
Sam. 6. 23. 


Hanna waited humbly upon the Lord 


for the bleſſing of children, and the 
Lord remembered her, heenlightened her 
condition with that comfort, when ſhe 
was as a lamp diſpiſed. There's no 
comfort you have loſt, but God can 
reſtore it, yea, double it in kind, if he 


ſee it convinient for you : and if not, 


then, 


13. Confid. Conſider, though he 


ſhould deny you any more comforts of 


that kind, yet he hath far better to be- 


ſtow upon you, ſuch as theſe deſerve 
not to be named with, - 
You have an excellent ſcripture to 


this purpoſe in Iſa. 56. 4, 5. For thus 
ſaith the Lord unto the Eunuchs that kept 


my ſabbaths; and chooſe the things that 


pleaſe me, and take bold of my covenant ; 
even to them will I give in mine houſe, 


and. 


Ig 


108 


aud within my walls, a place and a name 
better than of ſas and daughters ; I will 
give them an la name that fall 
not be cut off. + 
Mens names are ſaid to he cdl 
in their iſſue; in their male iſſue eſpeci- 
ally, and conſequently to fail in fuch 
as wanted iflue, Numb. 17. 4. And a 
numerous iſſue is deemed no fmall ho- 
nour, P/al. 127. 4, 5. God therefore 
promiſed here to ſupply and make good 
K want of iſſue, and of whatſoever ei- 


ther honour here, or memorial hereaf- | 


ter, might from it have accrued to them, 
but beſtowing upon them matter of far 
greater honour, and more durable, a 
name better or before the name of ſons 
or daughters. 

It's a greater honour to be the child 
of God, than to have the greateſt ho- 
nour or comfort that ever children af- 
forded their parents in this world. 
Poor heart, thou art dejected by this 

affliction that kes upon thee, as if all 
joy and comfort were now cut off from 

thee in this world. : 
A cloud 


FF. 
A cloud dwells upon all other com- 
forts: this affliction hath ſo imbittered 
thy ſoul, that thou taſteſt no more in 
any other earthly comforts, than in the 
white of an egg. O that thou didſt 
but conſider the conſolations that are 
with God for ſuch as anſwer his ends in 
affliction, and patiently wait on him for 
their comfort! He hath comforts for you, 
far tranſcending the joy of children. 
This ſome have found when their 
children have been cut off from them, 
and that in ſo eminent a degree, that 
they have little valued their comfort in 
children, in compariſon with this com- 
fort. | 
I will therefore ſet down a pregnant 


inſtance of the point in hand, as I find 


it recorded by- the grave and worthy 
author of that excellent book entitled, - 
T he fulfilling of the Scripture. 
Another notable inſtance of grace, 
with a very remarkable paſſage in his 
condition, I ſhall here mention. One 
Patrick Macwrath, who lived in the 


weſt parts of Scotland, whoſe heart in 


H a re- 


n. 
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a e way the Lord touched, 
and after his converſion (as he ſhewed 
to many chriſtian friends) was in ſuch 
a frame affected with a new. world, 
wherein he was entered, the diſcoveries 
of God, and of a life to come; that 
for forne months t ogether he did feldom 
ſleep, but was ſill fa taken up in wonder- 
ing. ' His life was very remarkable for 
tenderneſs, and near converſe with God 
in his walk; and which was worthy to 


be noticed, one day after a ſharp trial, 
having his only ſon ſuddenly taken a- 
way by death, he retired alone for ſeve- 
ral hours, and when he came forth did ; 
look fo chearfully, that to thoſe Who 
aſked him the reaſon thereof, and won- | 
dered at the ſame in ſuch a time; he told 
them, he had got that in bis retirement | 


with the Lord, that to have it afterwards 


renewed, be would be content to laſe a fon | 


every day. 

O what a ſweet ban had he 
made! ſurely he had gold for braſs, 
a pearl for a pebble, a treaſure for a 


trifle; for ſo great, yea, and far great- 
5 er 
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1 , 
er is the diſproportion betwixt the ſweet 
light of God's countenance, and the 
faint dim light of the beſt creature-en- 
joyment. 

Would it pleaſe the Lord to make 
this ſun ariſe and ſhine upon you, now 
when the ſtars that ſhined with a dim 
and borrowed light are gone down, you 
would fee ſuch gain by the exchange, 
as would quickly make you caſt in your 
yotes with him we now mentioned, and 
ſay, Lord, let every day be ſuch as this 
funeral-day, let all my hours be as this, 
ſo that I may ſee and taſte what I now 
do. How gladly would I part with the 
deareſt and neareft creature-comfort I 
own 1n this world. 

The gracious and tender Lord hath 
his divine cordials reſerved on purpoſe 
for ſuch ſad hours : theſe are ſometimes 
given before ſome ſharp trial, to pre- 
pare for it; and ſometimes after, to 
fupport under it. 

I have often heard it from the mouth, 


tian now with God; that a little before 
| H 2 the 


and found it in the diary of a ſweet chriſ- * 


oo 


the "DP removed her ſweet 1 


by death, there was ſuch an abundant 
out- let of the love of God unto her ſoul, 


for ſeveral days and nights following, 


that when the Lord took away her huſ- 
band by death, tho' he were a gracious 
and ſweet. tempered, and by her moſt 
tenderly beloved huſband, ſhe was ſcarce 
ſenſible of the ſtroke, but carried quite 
above all earthly things, their comforts 


and troubles ; ſo that ſhe had almoſt loſt } 


the thoughts of her dear huſband in God : 


and had not the Lord taken this courſe 
with her, ſhe concluded that blow had 
not been poſſible to be born by her, ſhe 


muſt have ſunk without ſuch a prepara- 


ave. 


great, very great things, as they ſtand 
by other creatures, but ſurely they will 
ſeem little things, and next to nothing, 
when the Lord ſhall ſet himſelf by them 
before the ſoul. 

And how know you, but God hath 
bid theſe earthly comforts - ſtand aſide 
this day, to make way for heavenly: 

Ones; 


A huſband, a wife, a child, are 


©D PA HO mM — 


r r . *'*Y 


nd 


ant 
ul, 

ng, 
jaſ- 
ous 
10ſt 
1rce 
uite 
orts 


loſt 8 


od: 


murſe | 


had 
the 


ATra- 


are } 


tand 
7 will 
hing, 
them 


hath 
aſide 


venly 


Ones; 


L 113 J 


ones; it may be God is coming to com- 
municate himſelf more ſweetly, more 
ſenſibly than ever to your ſouls; and 
theſe are the providences which muſt 
caſt up and prepare the way of the Lord. 
Poſſibly God's meaning in their death is 
but this; child, | ſtand aſide, thou art 
in my way, and filleſt my place i in thy 


parents heart. | 
14. Confid. Be careful you exceed not 


* your grief for the loſs of earthly 


7 — conſidering that ſatan takes the 


dvantage of all extremes. 

You cannot touch any extreme, but 
you will be touched by that enemy; 
whoſe. greateſt advantage lies in aſſault- 
ing you here, 

Satan is called the ruler of the 4 
neſs of this world, Eph. 6. 12. (i. e.) 
his Kingdom is ſupported by darkneſs: 
Now there is a two-fold darkneſs, which 
gives fatan great advantage: the dark- 
neſs of the mind, viz. ignorance, and 
the darkneſs of the condition, viz. trou- 
ble and affliction. Of the former the 


apoſtle ſpeaks chiefly in that text: but 


H 3 the - 


1 2$ 3} | 
the latter alſo is by him often improved 
to carry on his deſigns upon us: when 


it's a dark hour of trouble with us, then 


1s his fitteſt ſeaſon to tempt. 


That cowardly ſpirit falls upon the 
people of God when they are down and 


low in ſpirit, as well as ſtate. Satan 
would never have defired that the hand 
of God ſhould have been ſtretched out 
upon Job's perſon, eſtate, and children, 


but that he promiſed himſelf a noble ad- 
vantage therein to poiſon his ſpirit with | 


vile thoughts of God. Do this (ſaith he) 
and be will curſe thee to thy face. 
What the p/almift obſerves of natural, 
is as true of metaphorical darkneſs, Pſal. 
104. 20. Thou makeft darkneſs, and it is 
night, wherein all the beaſts of the foreſt 
do creep forth, the young lions roar after 
their prey. i 
When it is dark night with men, it 
is naonday with ſatan; (i. e,) our ſuf- 
fering time is his buſieſt working time, 
many a diſmal ſuggeſtion he then plants 
and grafts: upon our . affections, which 


are much more dangerous to us than the 


affliction itſelf. 
Some- 
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Sometimes he injects def ,otiding 
thoughts into the afflicted foul, theme 
I faid, I am cut off from before thine eyes, 
Pſal. 31. 22. and Lam. 3. 18, 19. My 
hope is periſhed from the Lord, remem- 
bering my affliftion and My . miſery, he 
worm wood and the gall. 

Sometimes: he ſuggeſts hard 
of God,. Ruth 1. 20. The Lord bath 
dealt very butterly quith me. Yea, that 
he bath dealt moreſeverely with as than 
any other, Lam. 1. 12. Behold and fee if 
there be any ſarrou like unto my forrow 
which ts done unto me, wherewith the 
Lord hath affiitted me in the day of bis 
fierce enger. 

And ſometimes murmuring and re- 
pining thoughts againſt the Lord; the 
ſoul is diſpleaſed at the hand of God 
upon it. Jonab was angry at the hand 
of God, and ſaid, I do well to be angry 
even unto death, Jonah 4: 9. What diſ- 
mal thaughts are theſe? and how much 
more affſictive to a gracious ſoul than 
the loſs of any outward eny een in 


this world ? : 4 
H 4 And 
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And ſometimes very irreligious and 
atheiſtical thoughts, as if there were no 
privilege to be had by religion, and all 
our pains, zeal and care about duty 
were little better than loſt labour, Pſal. 
73. 13, 14. V. erily I have cleanſed my 
Heart in vain, and waſbed my hands in in- 
nocency; for all ibe day long have I been 
plagued, and chaſtened every morning. 
By theſe things ſatan gets 'no- ſmall 
ad vantege upon the afflicted chriſtian ; 
for albeit theſe: thoughts are his burthen, | 
and God will nat impute them to the 
condemnation of his people; yet they 
rob the. ſoul of. peace, and hinder it 
from duty, and — it act uncomely 
under affliction, to the ſtumbling and 
hardening of others in their ſin; beware 
therefore leſt by your exceſſes of ſorrow 
ye give place to the devil: we are not 
ignorant of his devices. | 
15. Confid. Give no way to exceſſive 
ſorrows, upon the account of -affliftion, 
if ye have any regard to the honour ot 
God and religion, which will r be 
en to . 4 
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If you ſlight your o honour, don't 
flight the — of God and religion 
too. Take heed how) you carry it, in 
a tay of trouble many eyes are upon 
u] It is a true obſervation that a late 

worty author has made upon this 
caſe: * what will the atheiſt, and what 
will the profane ſcoffer ſay when they 
ſhall ſee: this? ſo ſottiſh and mahetous 
they are, that if they do but ſee you in 
affliction , they are ſtraightway ſcornfully 
demanding, where is your God??? 

But what will they ſay, if they foould 
bear you your ſelves 'unbelievingly cry out”, 
where is your God? will they not be ready 
to cry out; this is the religion they ma Ke 
ſuch boaſt of, which you' ſee how little it 
does for them" in a day of extremity they 
talk of promiſes, rich and precious pro- 
miſes; but where are they now?” or to 
what purpoſe do they ſerve! they fail, 
they had a treaſure in heaven; what ails 
them to mourn ſo then, 7 their riches be 
there? 

O beware what you do belbes the 
world; ; they ha ve eyes to ſee what you 
H 5 73 can 


16 1 


can do, as well as ears to hear what you 


can ſay. And as long as your carriage 


under troubles is ſo bke their own, they 
Will never think 


ter than theirs. Carnal worldlings will 


be drawn to think, that whatever fine 
talk you might have about God and 


heaven, your hearts were moſt upon the 
ſame things that theirs were, ſince your 


grief for their removal is as great as 


theirs. 
They know by experience what a ſtay 


it is to the heart to have an able faithful 


friend to depend upon, or to have hopes 
of a great eſtate ſhortly to fall to them 


and they'll never be perſuaded you have | 


any ſuch ground of comfort, if they ſee 
you as much caſt down, as they that 
prevend to no ſuch matter. 

By this means the precepts of Chriſt 
to conſtancy and contentment in all eſ- 
tates, will come to be looked upon (like 


- thoſe of the ftaicks) only as — 


verba, brave words, but ſuch as are 
impoſſible to be practiſed; and the 


* 1 of the goſpel will be taken for an 
| airy 


principles are bet- 
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airy notion, ſince they that profeſs 
greateſt regard to it, are no more helped 
thereby. 

O what 2 ſhame ini thatireligjon 
ſhould in this cafe make no more diffe- 
rence betwixt man and man: wherefore 
ſhew to the world (whatever their com- 
mon cenſures are) that it is not ſo much 
your eare to differ from them in ſome 
opinions, and little ftriftneſs, as in hu- 
mility, meekneſs, contempt of the 
world, and heavenly — wig and 
now let theſe graces diſplay themſelves 
by your chearful, patient deportment 
under all your grievances. 

Wherefore hath God planted - thoſe 
excellent graces in your ſouls, but that 
might be glorified, and you benefit- 

d by the exerciſes of them in tribula- 
tion? ſhould theſe be ſuppreſt and hid, 
and nothing but the pride, paſſion, and 
notary — of your hearts 
{et on work, and diſcovered in time of 
trouble, what a flur, what a wound will 
you give to the glorious name which is 
called upon by you? and then, if —— 

cart 
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heart be truly gracious thatiwill;pierge 
you deeper than ever your” een 
Which occaſioned it, did. 

I beſeech you therefore be tender of. 
the: name of God, if you will not be ſo 
of your own peace and comfort. 

16. Conſid. Be quiet and hold your 
peace; you little know how many mer- 


cCies lie in the womb of this affliction. 


Great are the benefits of a ſharp'rouf- 
ing affliction to the people of God at 
ſome times, and all might have them 
at all times, were they more careful to 
improve them. Holy David thankful- 


ly acknowledgeth; Pſal. 119. 41. Li 


good for me that I buue been afflifted. 

And ſurely there's as much good in 
them for you, as for him; if the Lord 
ſanctify them to ſuch ends and W as 
his were ſanctified unto. 

Such a ſmarting rod as this came not 
before there were need enough of it; 
and poſſibly you ſaw the need of ſome 

awakening providence yourſelves; but 
if not, the Lord did: he took not up 
the rod to ſmite you, till his faithfulneſs 
and 
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and tender love to your ſouls called . 
on him to correct yo. 


You now. ſit. penſive under the rod; 
ſadly lamenting and deploring the loſs 
of me earthly comfort; : your heart is 
ſurcharged with ſorrow, your eyes run 
down upon every ention and remem- 
brance of your dear friend. Why, if 
there were no more, this alone may Ai. 3 
cover the need you had of this rod; for 
doth not all this ſorrow at: . parting, 
plainly. ſpeak how much your heart was 
ſet upon, how faſt your ne was glew- | 
ed to this earthly comfort? 

Now. you ſee that your Ad | 
were ſunk many degrees deeper into the 
creature than you are aware .of; and 
what ſhould God do in this caſe by you? . 
ſhould he ſuffer you to cleave to the 
creature more and more? ſhould he 
permit it to purloin and exhauſt your 


love and delight, and ſteal away your 


heart from himſelf? this he could not 
do and love you The more impatient 
you are under this affliction, the more 
need you had of it. 


And 


FF - uy 1 
And what if by this the Lord 
will awaken your drowzy ſoul, and re- 
cover you out of that pleaſant; but dan- 
gerous ſpiritual 2 — W 
into, whilſt you had pill 
upon this pleaſant, 1 creature- 
enjoyment? is not this really better for 
you, than if he ſhould fay. ſleep on: 
he is jained to idols, let him alone; he 
is de from'the fountain to a bro- 
ken ciſtern, let him go. ONE: 
Yea, what if by this ſtroke upon one 
of the pleafanteſt things you had in this 
world, God will diſcover to you, more 
ſenſibly and effeQually than ever, the 
vanity — af that il all other earthly 
W. comforts, ſo as that you fhall from 
i henceforth never let forth your heart, 
Ss your hope, your love, and delight to 
any of them as you did before ? you 
could talk before of the creatures vani- 
yy; but I queſtion whether ever you 
had ſo clear a convincing a ſight of it 
vanity, as you have this day? and is 
not this a REP in your. 
eyes? 


Now, f 


We. ET 
Now, if ever, God is weaning you 
from all fond opinions, and vain expec- 
tations from this world ? by this your 
Judgement of the creature is rectified, 
and your affections to all other enjoy - 
ments on earth moderated :+ And is this 
nothing? O doubtleſs it is a greater 
Mercy to you, than to have your friend 
Alive again- 221 5 | K: 
And what, if by this rod your wan- 
dering gadding Heart ſhall be whipped 
home to God? Your neglected duties 
revived, your decayed Communion with 
God reſtored, a ſpiritual heavenly frame 
of heart recovered ? What will you ſay 
then ? ang.) ho 
Surely you vill bleſs that merciful 
hand which removed the obſtructions: 
and adore a divine wiſdom and good- 
neſs, that by ſuch a device as this reco- 
ver'd you to himſelf. Now you can 
pray more conſtantly, more ſpiritually, 
more affectionately than before. O - 
bleſſed rod which buds and bloſſoms 
with ſuch fruits as theſe! let this be 
written among. our beſt mercies; for 
; 2 you 
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you ſhall have cauſe to adore and bleſs 


be tranſported by impatience, and ſwal- 
lowed up of grief, becanſe God hath 
exerciſed: you under a ſmart rod; for 
as ſmarting as it is, it is comparatively 
a gentle ſtroke to what others as youu 
as yourſelves have felt. 

Zedekiab ſaw his children murdered 
before his eyes; and then had thoſe 


eyes (alas too late) put out. The wor- 
thy author of that excellent book fore- 


mentioned, tells us of a choice and 
Godly gentlewoman in the North of 
Ireland, who when the rebellion broke 


out there, fled with three children, one 
of them upon the breaſt ;. they had not 


gone far before they were ſtripped na- 
ked by the Iriſb, who to their admirati- 
on ſpared their lives. (It's like, con- 
—— that cold and hunger would 
kill them) Afterwards going on at the 
foot of a river which runs to Log hneab, 
others met them, and would have caſt 
them” 


God eternally for this beneficial af- 
_fliQtion;.; 4 < | 


17. Canfid. Suffer not yourſelves to 
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them into the river: but this godly wo- 
man, not diſmayed, aſked a little liberty 
to pray, and as ſhe lay naked on the fro- 


zen ground, got reſolution not to go on 


her own feet to ſo unjuſt a death; upon 
which having called her, and ſhe refuſ- 
ing, was dragged by the heels along 


that rugged way to — caſt in with her 


little ones and company. 

But ſhe then turned, and on her 
knees ſaid, yon ſhould I am ſure be 
chriſtians; and men I ſee you are; in 
taking away our miſerable lives you do 
us a pleaſure: but know that, as we ne- 
ver wronged you, nor yours, you muſt 
remember to die alſo yourſelves, and 
one day give an account of this cruelty 


to the Judge of heaven and earth: here 


upon they reſolved not to murder them 
with their own hands, but turned them 
upon a ſmall iſland in the river, with 
no proviſion, there to periſh; 

The next day the two — Grad 
crept aſide, found the hide of a beaſt 
which had 'been killed, at the root of a 
tree: which the mother caſt over them 
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lying upon the ſhow. The next day a 
little boat goes by, unto whom ſhe calls 
for God's ſake to take them. out, but 
they being Iriſh refuſed : ſhe defired a 


little bread, but they faid they had none; 


then ſhe begs. a coal of fire, which ſhe 
obtained; and thus with ſome fallen 
chips, made a httle fire, and the chil- 
dren taking a piece of the hide, laid it 


on the coals, and began to gnaw the 


leather; but without an extraordinary 
divine ſupport, what could this do? 
Thus they lived ten days without an 
viſible means of help, having no bread, 
but ice and ſnow ; no drink except wa- 


ter. The two boys being almoſt ſtarv- 


ed, ſhe prefſed them to go out of her 
ſight, not able to ſee their death : yet 
God delivered them as miraculouſly at 
laſt, as he had ſupported them all that 

But, judge whether a natural death 


Y in an ordinary way, be comparable to 


ſuch a trial as this! and yet thus the 
Lord did by this choice and eminently 
graczous woman, a | 4 


And 
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And Mr. Wall in his None but Chrift, 
relates as ſad a paſſage of a poor fami- 
ly in Germany, who were driven to that 


_ extremity in the famine, that at laſt 


the parents made a motion one to the 
other, to ſell one of the children for 
bread to ſuſtain themſelves and the reſt. 
But when they came to conſider which 
child it ſhould be, their hearts ſo relent- 
ed and yearned upon every one, that 
they reſolved rather all to die together. 
Yea, we read in Lam, 4. 10. The hands 
of the - pitiful women have ſodden their 
own children. ET LY SIS 
But what ſpeak Tof theſe extremities? 
how many parents, yea, ſome godly 
ones too, have lived ta ſee their children 
dying in profaneneſs, and ſome by the 
hands of juſtice, lamenting their rebel- 
lions with a rope about their necks, _ 
Ah, reader, little doſt thou know _ 
what ſtings,there are in the afflictions of 
others funkly you have no reaſon to 
think the Lord hath dealt more bitterly 
with you than any. It's a gentle ſtroke, 


_ a merciful diſpenſation, if you compare 
it with what others have felt. 


'T aaT 
18. Confid. If God be your God, you 


have really loſt nothing by the removal 


of aky creature-comfort. 


God is the fountain of all true com- 
fort; creatures, the very beſt and ſweet- 


eſt, are but ciſterns to receive and con- 


vey to us, what comfort God is pleaſed 


to communicate to them; and if the 
ciſtern be broken, or the pipe cut off, 
ſo that no more comfort can be convey- 


ed to us that way, he hath other ways 


and mediums to do it by, -which we 
think not of; and if he pleaſe, he can 
convey his comforts to his people with- 


out any of them; and if he do it more 


immediately, we ſhall be no loſers by 
that; for no comforts in the world are 


fo delectable and raviſhingly ſweet, as 
thoſe that flow immediately from the 


fountain. 


And it is the ſenſuality of our hearts 


that cauſes us to affect them ſo inordi- 


nately, and grieve for the lôõſs of them 


ſo immoderately, as if we had not e- 
nough in God without theſe creature 
ſupplements. 22115. 


Is 
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Is the fulneſs of the fountain yours? 


and yet do you caſt down yourſelves, 


becauſe the broken ciſtern. 1s removed. 
The beſt creatures are not better, Jer. 
2. 13. Ciſterns have nothing but what 


they receive, and broken ones cannot 


hold what is put in: o them. Why then 

do ye mourn as if your life were bound 
up in the creature? you have as free an 
acceſs to the fountain, as you had before. 

It is the advice of an heathen, (and let 
them take the comfort of it) to repair 
by a new earthly comfort, what we have 
loſt 1 in the former. 

Ah chriſtian! is not one kiſs' of his 
mouth, one glimpſe of his countenanice, 
one ſeal of his ſpirit, a more ſweet and 
ſubſtantial comfort than the ſweeteſt re- 


lation in this world can afford you! if 


the ſtream fail, repair to the fountain, 
there's enough ſtill, God is where he 
was, and what he was, tho' the creature 
be not. | 
19. Confid Your Jove to your chil- 
dren might have proved a ſnare to you, 
and cauſed you to hang back, as loath 

—_— 
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hence; for theſe are the things 
— make men loath to die. And thus 


it might have been with you, except 
God had removed them before hand, 
or ſhould give you in that day f fuch 


love, as ſhould maſter and mortify all 


Pour earthly affections to theſe things. 


ven, who for many weeks in her laſt 
ſickneſs complained, that ſhe found it 
hard to part with a dear relation, and 
that there was nothing proved a greater 
clog to her ſoul than this. Tis much 
more eaſy to think of going to our 
friends who are in heaven before us, 
than of parting with them, and leaving 
our deſirable and dear ones behind us. 

And who knows what cares and diſ- 
tracting thoughts you may then be peſ- 
tered and diſtracted with upon their ac- 
count? what ſhall become of theſe when 
I am gone? I am now to leave them, 
God knows to what wants, miſeries, 
temptations, and afflictions, in the 


rous world. I know 


ſights of heaven, and taſtes of divine 


I knew a gracious perſon, now in hea- 


midſt of a deceitful, defiling, dange- 
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I know it's our duty to leave our fa- 
therleſs children, and friendleſs relations 


with God; a them with him that 


gave them to us: and ſorne have been 
enabled chearfully to do ſo when they 
were parting from them. Luther could 
ſay, Lord, thou haſt given me a wife and 
children, I have little to leave them; 
nouriſh, teach and keep them, O thou fa- 
ther of the fatherleſs, and judge of wi- 
dows. But every chriſtian hath not a 


 Luther's faith. Some find it an hard 


thing to diſentangle their affections at! 
ſuch a time: but how, if God have 


ſent all yours before you, you have ſo 


much the leſs to do. Death uy be 


| eaſier to you than others. 


20. Confid. But if nothing chat hath + 
been yet ſaid will ſtick with you; then, 


laſtly remember, that you are near that 


ſtate and place which admits no ſorrows 
nor ſad reflections upon any ſuch ac- 
counts as theſe. 

Yet a little while and you ſhall not 
miſs them, you ſhall not need them, 


but you ſhall live as the angels of God. 
e 
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We now live a life partly by faith, 
partly by ſenſe, partly upon God, 
and partly upon the creature. Our 
ſtate is mixed, therefore our comforts 


are ſo too: but when God ſhall be all 


God in the way and manner of our liv- 


with us then, from what it is now! 

Angels neither marry nor are given 
in marriage; neither ſhall the children 
of the reſurretion ; when the days of 
our ſinning are ended, the days of our 
mourning ſhall be ſo too. No graves 
were opened till fin entered, and no 
more ſhall be opened when fi n is exclu- 
ded. 

Our glorified relations ſhall live with 
us for ever, they ſhall complain no more, 
die no more, yea, this is the happineſs 
of chat ſtate to which you are paſſing on, 
that your ſouls being in the neareſt con- 
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junction with God the fountain of joy; 


you ſhall have no concernment out of 
him. | You ſhall not be put upon theſe 


exerciſes of patience; nor ſubjected. to 
Such 


in all, and we ſhall be as the angels of 


ing; how much will the caſe be altered 


POET ES 
{uch ſorrows as now you feel, any more. 
It is but a little while and the end of all 
theſe things will come. O therefore 
bear up as perſons that expect ſuch a 
day of jubilee at hand. _ face 

And thus I have finiſhed the ſecond 
general head of this difcourſe, which is 
a diſſuaſive from the ſin of immoderate 


ſorrow. E | Fo 1 
2. I now proceed to the third thing 
propoſed, namely, to remove the pleas 


and excuſes for this immoderate grief. 
It's natural to men, yea to good men, 
to juſtify their exceſſes, or at leaſt exte- 
nuate them, by pleading for their paſ- 
ſions, as if they wanted not cauſe and 
reaſon enough to excuſe them. If theſe 
be fully anſwered, and the ſoul once 
convinced, and left without apology for 
its ſin, it is then in a fair way for its 
cure, which is the laſt thing deſigned 
in this treatiſd. r 
My preſent buſineſs therefore is to 
ſatisfy thoſe objections, and. anſwer 


thoſereaſons which are commonly plead-. 


ed in this caſe, to juſtify our exceſſive 
| - grief 
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grief for loſt relations. And tho' I ſhall 
carry it in that line of relation to which 
the text directs, yet its equally applica- 


ble to all others. 

I. Plea. You preſs me to many great 
conſiderations to meekneſs and quiet 
ſubmiſſion under this heavy ſtroke of 
God: but you little know what Tings 
my foul fects now in it. 


This child was a child of many pray- 


ers, it was a Samuel beg'd of the Lord, 

and I concluded when I had it, that i it 
brought with it the returns arid anſwers 
of many prayers. But now I ſee it was 
nothing leſs : God had no re gard to my 
prayer about it; nor was it given me 


in that ſpecial way of mercy as I ima- 


gined it to be. My child is not only 


dead, but my prayers in the ſame. N 


ſhut out and denied. 

1. Anſwer. That you prayed for your 
children before you had them, was your 
duty; and if you prayed 'not for them 
ſubmiſſively, referring it to the pleaſure 
of God, to give or deny them, to con- 
tinue or remove them, as ſhould ſeem 


good 


2 


— — 8 et 


mw > © ww — 4A mm — 0 


S_AS ar D£ _— } Ds — kk _ — reren 1 Hanks... 


ſhall 
hich 
ica- 


TEAL 
Juict 
: of 


ings 


ray- 


ord, 
at it 
wers 
was 
my 
me 
ma- 
only 
day 


your 
your 
hem 
ſure 


On- 
eem 
o0d 


TS 
good to him; that was your ſin: you 
oughtnot to limit the holy one of [/rael, 


nor preſcribe to him, or capitulate with 


him, for what term you ſhall enjoy your 
outward comforts, If you did ſo, it 
Was your evil, and God hath juſtly re- 
buked it by this ſtroke: if you did pray 
conditionally, and ſubmiſſively, refer- | 
ring bath the mercy aſked, and conti- 
nuance of it to the will of God, as wy 
ought to do; then there is nothin 
the death of your child, that croſſes the 
true ſcope and intent of your prayer, 
2. Anſwer. Your prayers may be an- 
ſwered, though the thing prayed for be 
with-held ; ; yea, tho” it ſhould be giv- 
en for a little while, and ſnatched away 
from you again. There are four Ways 
of God's anſwering prayers: by giving 
the thing prayed for preſently, Dan. g. 
23, Or by ſuſpending the anſwer for a 
14.5 and giving it afterwards, Luke, 
Or by with-holding that mercy 
ubich you afk, from you, and giving 
you a much better mercy in the room of 
it, Deut. 3. 24. conipared with Deut. 
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34. 4, 5. Or laſtly, by giving you pati- 
ence to bear the loſs or want of it, 2 
Cor. 12. 9. 


Now if the Lord have taken away 


1 your child or friend, and in lieu thereof 


given you a meek, quiet, ſubmiſſive 
heart to his will, you need not ſay he 
hath ſhut out your cry. 

2. Plea. But I have loſt a lovely, 
obliging and moſt endearing child, one 
that was beautiful and 1 facet; it is a 
ſtony heart that would not diſſolve into 
tears for the loſs of one ſo deſirable, fo 
engaging as this was. Ah it's no com- 
mon loſs! ! 

1. Anſwer, The more lovely and en- 
gaging your relation was, the more ex- 
cellent will your patience and content- 
ment with the will of God in its death 
be; the more lovelineſs, the more ſelf- 
denial; and the more ſelf-denidl, the 


more Grace. Had it been a thouſand 


times more endearingly ſweet than it 
was, it was not too good to be denied for 
God. If therefore obedience to the will 
of God do indeed maſter natural affec- 


tions, 
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tions, and that you look upon patience 
and contentment as much more beauti? 
ful than the ſweeteſt and moſt deſitable 
enjoyment on earth, it may turn to you 
for a teſtimony of the truth, and ſtrength 
of grace; that you can, like Abraham, 
part with a Child whom you ſo 7 
love, in obedience to the will of 
God, whom you love infinitely more.” 

he, > Anſwer. * The lovelineſs and beau- 
ty of our children and relations, 'tho' it 
muſt be acknowledged a. good. gift from 
the hand of God; yet it is but a com- 
mon gift, and 15 times becomes a 


ſnare, and is in its own nature but a 


tranſitory vaniſhing thing, and there- 
fore no fuch great EI of the loſs 
as is pretended, 
Ifay it's but a common gift; Eliab, Y 
Adonijab and Abſalom, hid? as. loy ely a 
preſence as any in their generation. Yea, 
it's not only common to the wicked, 
with the godly, but to brute animals as 


well as men, and to moſt that excel in 


it, it becomes a temptation; the ſouls 


of ſome had been more beautiful and N 


2 | 
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lovely, if their bodies had been leſs fo. 
Beſides, it's but a flower which flouriſh- 
es in its month, and then fades. This 
therefore ſhould not be reflected on as fo 
great a circumſtance to aggravate your 
Trouble. 


3. Anſwer. But if your relation ſleep 


in Jeſus, he will appear ten thouſand 


times more lovely in the morning of the 
reſurrection than ever he was in this 


world. What is the exacteſt, pureſt 


beauty of mortals, to the incomparable 
beauty of the ſaints in the reſurrection? 
T hen ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as the 
Sun in the kingdom of their Father, Mat. 
13. 43. In this hope you part with 
them, therefore act ſutably to your 
hopes 9 


by death in the very bud, I di 
ſee, and love, and part: had I enjoyed 
it longer, and had time to ſuck out the 


ſweetneſs of ſuch an enjoyment, I could 


have born it eaſter, but its months and 
Years with me were ſo few, that they 
only ſerved to raiſe an Expectation, 
30K 8 which 


3. Plea. O but my Child was * off 
but 


— 
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fo, which was quickly, and therefore the 5 


iſh- more ſadly diſappointed. - - - 
This 1. Anſwer. Did) your friend die young 
is ſo or was the bond of any other relation 
our diſſolved almoſt as — as made? let 
| not this ſeem fo intolerable a load to you; 
eep for if you have of hope they died 
and | inChriſt, then they lived long enough in 
the this world. It's rey faid, He hath 
this failed long enough, that hath won the 
reſt | Harbour; and — fought long enough 
ble that hath obtained the victory; be hath 
on ? run long enough that hath touch'd the 
the goal; and heh hath lived-long enough on 
lat. Sth that hath won heaven, be his days 
vith never ſo few. 


our 2. Anſf 
died, the leſs ſin hath been committed, 


off and the leſs ſorrow felt: what can you 
but ſee in this world but ſin and forrow? A 


quick. paſſage through 1t to „is a 
ſpecial privilege. Surely the world is 
not ſo deſirable a 


for themſelves or —2 than” ever to 


wer. The ſooner your relation | 


place, that chriſtians 
ſhould deſire an hours time longer in it 


* Anſwer 2 
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3. Anſwer. And whereas you imagine 
the parting would have been eaſier, if 


the enjoyment had been longer, it is a 


fond and groundleſs ſuſpicion. The 
longer you Had enjoyed them, tlie ſtrong- 
er would the endearments have been. A 
young and tender plant may be eaſily 
drawn up by a fingle hand, but when it 
hath ſpread and fixed its roots many 
years in che earth, it will require many 
a 2 blow and hard tug to root 1t 
Alffections, like thoſe under-ground 
— 45 are fixed and ſtrengthened by no- 
thing more than conſuetude, and long 
poſſeſſion; it's much eaſier parting now, 
than it would be hereafter, whatever 
you thmk. However, this ſhould ſatis- 
fy you, that God's time is the beſt time. 
4. Plea. O but I have loſt all in one, 
it is my only one, I have none left in its 
room to repair the breach, and make 
up the loſs; if God had given me other 
children to take comfort in, the loſs had 
not been ſo great, but to loſe all at one 
ftroke, is infupportable. | 
1. aye wer. Religion allows not to 
chriſtians 


L192 1) 

chriſtians a liberty of expreſſing the 
death of their dear bes. by ſo hard 
a word as the loſs of them is, They 


are not loſt, but ſent before you. And 


it is a ſhameful thing for a Chriſtian to 
be reproved for ſuch an uncomely ex- 
preſſion by an heathen. It is enough to 
make us bluſh to read what an heathen 
ſaid in this caſe, Never. ſay thou haſt lof 
any thing (ſaith Epicteras) but that it is 
returned. 1s thy Son dead? He is only 

reſtored. 1s thy inheritance taken from 

thee ? It is alſo returned. And a while 
after he adds, [er touto theots philon, touto 

ginet bo.) (i. e) Let every thing be as the 

Gods will have it, 

2. Anſwer. It is no fit expreſſion te ta 
ſay you have loſt all in one, except that 
one be Chriſt, and he being once yours, 
can never be loſt. Doubtleſs your mean» 
ing is, you have loſt all your comfort of 
that kind; and what, tho' you have? Are 
there not multitudes of comforts yet re- 
maining of a higher kind, and more 

recious and durable nature? If you 
have n. no more of that ſort, yet ſo long 
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as you have better, what cauſe have 
you to rejoice? 


3. Anſwer. You too much imitate 


the way of the world in this complaint; 

they know not how to repair the loſs 
of one comfort, but by another of the 
ſame nature, which muſt be put in its 
room to fill up the vacancy : but have 
you no other way to ſupply your loſs? 
have you not a God to fill the place of 
any creature that leaves you? ſurely 


this would better become a man whoſe 


portion 1s in this life, than one that pro- 
feſſes God is his all in all. _ 

. 5. Plea. O but my only one is not 

only taken away, but there remains no 

expectation or probability of any more: 

I muſt now look upon myſelf as a dry 


tree, never to take comfort in children 


any more, which is a cutting thought. 

10 To Anſwer. Suppoſe what you ſay, 
that you have no hope nor exp=Ctation 
of another child remaining to you : yet, 
if you have a hope of better things than 
children, you have no reaſon to be caſt 


down: bleſs God for higher and better 
dern 
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hopes than theſe: in //a. 56. 4, 5. Th. 
Lord comforts them that had no expec- 
tation of ſons or daughters, with this, 
That be will give unto them in his houſe, | 
and within his walls a place, and a name 
better than of ſons or daughters : even an 
everlaſting name that ſhall not be cut off. 
There are better mercies and higher 
hopes than theſe; tho' your hopes of 
children, or from children ſhould be 
cut-off; yet if your eternal hopes be ſe- 
cure, and ſuch as ſhall not make you. 
aſhamed, you ſhould not be fo caſt 
down, 

2. Anſwer. If God will not have your 
comforts to lie any more in children, 
then reſol ve to place them in himſelf, 


and you ſhall never find cauſe to com- i 


plain of loſs by ſuch an exchange. You 
will find that in God, which 1s not to 
be had in the creature: one hours com- 
munion with him ſhall give you that 
which the happieſt parent never yet had 
from his children: you will exchange 
braſs for gold, periſhing vanity for ſo- 
lid and abiding excellency. 

6. Plea. - 
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6. Plea. But the ſuddenneſs of the 


e little or 
to prepare for this trial; 
ited its commiſſion as ſoon 


ſtroke is amazing. God 
no warnin 

death e 
as it © 


vier chan my complaint. 


1. Anſwer. That the death of your 


relation was ſo ſudden and ſurpriſi ng, 
was much your own fault, who ought 
to have lived in the daily ſenſe of his 


vanity, and expectation of your ſepara- 


tion from it; you knew it to be a dying 
comfort in i its beſt eſtate; and it is no 
ſuch wonderful thing to ſee that dead, 
which we knew before to be dying: be- 
ſides. you heard the changes ringing 
round about you in other families, you 
frequently ſaw other parents, huſbands, 
and wives, carrying forth their dead; 
and what were all theſe but warnings 
given you to prepare for the like trials? 
_ © Surely then it was your own ſecurity. 
and regarileſnels that made this 29 


ed it. My dear huſband, 
wife, or child, was ſnatch'd unexpect⸗ 
edly out of my arms by a ſurprizing 


ſtroke; and this makes my ſtroke hea- | 
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6 on {6 ſurpriaing to you,. 9 who is to be 
Ir blamed for that, you know. - 
= 8 Anſwer. There is much difference 
n betwixt the ſudden death-of infants, and 
1, that of grown perſons: The latter may 
= have much work to do, many ſins actu- 
g ally to repent. of; and many evidences | 
— | of their inereſtinGlyittoexamine and 
| clear, in order to their more comforta- 
ir dle death: andi ſo ſudden death may be 
bt deprecated by them. 
It But the caſe of infants;.: who creme 
is not their reaſon, is far- different, they 
have no ſuch work to do; but are pure- 
ly paſſive; all that is done in order; to 
their ſalvation, .is done by God imme- 
I diately upon them; ſo it comes all to 
e- one, whether their death be more quick 
18 or mote flow. | 
be 2. Anſwer. You complain of the ſud⸗ 
s, denneſs of the ſtroke, but another will 
1; be ready to ſay, had my friend died in 
gs | that manner, my affliction had been no- 
s? | thing to what it is; I have ſeen-many 
ty | deaths contrived into dne: I ſaw the 
N | grad nal Neppe dec of it upon my dear 
N | N K rela- 


relation, who felt every tread of death 
as it came on toward him, who often 
cried with Job, Chap. 3. 20. 21. Where- 
fore is light given to him that is in miſe- 
ry, and life unto the bitter in ſoul ? which 
long For death, but it cometh not; and dig 
for it more than for hidden Treaſures; 
which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad 
_ when they can find the grave. 
That which you 2 — the ſting of 
your affliction, others would have reck- 
oned a favour and. privilege. How ma- 
ny tender parents, and other relations, 
who loved their friends as dearly as your 
ſelves, have been forced to their knees 
upon no other errand but this, to beg 
the Lord to haften the ſeparation, and 
put an end to that forrow, which 
to them was much greater than the for- 
row for the dead. 
. Plea, You preſs me to moderation 
- ſorrows, and I know I ought to ſhew 
but don't know how the caſe ſtands 
with me; there's a ſting in this affficti- 


on, that none feels but myſelf; and O 


how intolerable 1 is it now! I neglected 
Wes | proper 
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proper means in ſeaſon to preſerve life; 
or miſcarried in the uſe of means. Inow 
ſee ſuch a neglect, or ſuch a miſtake a- 
bout the means, as I cannot but ju 


greatly to contribute to that ſad les 


which Inow (too late) lament. 
O my negligence, O my raſhneſs and 


inconſiderateneſs ! how doth my con- 


ſcience now ſmite me ſor my folly! and 
by this, aggravate my burden beyond 
what is uſually felt by others. Had 1 
ſeaſonably applied myſelf to the uſe. of 
proper means; and kept ſtrictly to ſuch 
courſes and counſels as thoſe that are 


able and ſkilful might have preſcribed ; 
I might now have had a living huſband, 


wife, or child: whereas I am now not 
only bereaved, but am. apt to think-T 
have bereaved myſelf of them. Surely, 
there is no ſorrow like unto my ſorrow. 
1. Anſwer. Tho! it be an evil to ne- 


| gle&t and flight the means ordained by 


God for recovery of health, yet it's no 


| leſs evil to aſcribe too much to them; -or 


rely too much on them. The beſt 


means in the world are ak and inef- 
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fectual without God's aſſiſtance and 
concurrence, and they never have his 
aſſiſtance or concurrence, when his time 
is come; and that it was fully come in 
your friend's caſe, is manifeſted now 
by the event. So that, if your friend had 
the moſt excellent helps the world affords, 
would have availed nothing. This 
8 donlideration takes place only in your 
caſe, who ſee what the. will of God is by 
the illue, and may not be pleaded by 
any, whilſt it remains dubious and uf 
certain, as it generally doth in time of 

ſickneſs. | 
2. Anſwer. To cendude, times' of 


great affliction are ordinarily times of 


great temptation, and its uſual with ſa- 
tan then to charge us with more ſins 
than we are really guilty of, and alfo 
| mw thoſe things ſeem to be ſins; which 
pon impartial examination will not be 
20 t be ſo. 4:51 
Indeed, had your neglect or miſbar- 


nage been knowing or voluntary, or had 


you really preferr'd a little money (be- 
ng able to gow it) before the life of 


your 


ly ſmite you for it, 


pute with, or repine againſt the L | 
33 
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your relation, and did deliberately chuſe 


to hazard this, rather than part with 
that, no doubt then but there had been 


much evil of ſin mixed with your af- 
fliction: and your conſcience might juſt- 
as your ſin. But 


in the other caſe which i is more com- 
mon, and I preſume yours; it's a falſe 


charge; and you ought not to 8 the 
deſign of ſatan in it; 


8. Plea. But my troubles are upin@ = 
higher ſcore and account. - 
friend iĩs paſſed into eternity, and I Know 


not how it is with his ſoul. Were ! 


ſure my relation were with Chriſt, 1 
ſhould be quiet; but my fears of e : 


contrary are overwhelming; O it's ter- 
rible to think of the damnation of one fo 
dear to m. 

1. Anſwer. Admit what the hies 
on ſuppoſes, that you have real grounds 


to fear the eternal condition of your dear 
relation, yet it is utterly his, co di 


you, even in ſuch a caſe as this, to d 
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I do confeſs it's a ſore and heavy tri⸗ 


al, and that there is no cauſe more ſad 
and ſinking to the ſpirit of a gracious 
perſon. Their death is but a trifle to 
this; but yet, if you be ſuch as fear the 
Lord, methinks his indiſputable ſove- 
reignty over them, and his diſtinguiſh- 
ing love and mercy to you, ſhould at 
leaſt ſilence you in this matter. 

Firſt, His indiſputable ſovereignty 
over them, Rom. g. 20. O Man! Who 
art thou that replieſt againſt God? He 
{peaks in the matters of eternal election 


and reprobation. . What if the Lord will 


not be gracious to thoſe that are fo dear 
to us? Is there any wrong done to them, 
or us, thereby? Aaron's two ſons were 
cut off in the act of ſin, by the Lord's 
immediate hand, and yet he held his 
peace, Lev. 10. 3. God told Abrabam 
plainly, that the covenant ſhould not be 
eſtabliſhed with Þmael, for whom he 

ſo earneſtly prayed, O let Iſhmael live 
. before thee! and he knew that there was 
no ſal vation out of the covenant, and 


yet 
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yet he ſits down ſilent under the word 
of the Lord. ä 

Secondly, But if this do not quiet you, 
yet methinks his diſtinguiſhing love and 


| mercy to you ſhould do it, O what do 


you owe to God, that root and branch 
hath not been caſt together into the fire ! 
that the Lord hath given you good hope 
through grace, that it ſhall be well with 
you for ever, Let this ſtop your mouth, 
and quiet your ſpirit ; though you ſhould 
have grounds for this fear. 
2. Anſwer. But pray examine the 

grounds of your fear, whether it may 
not proceed from the ſtrength of your 


affection to the eternal wales of your 


friend, or from the ſubtilty of Satan, de- 
Gening hereby to overwhelm and ſwal- 
low you up in ſorrow, as well as from 
the juſt grounds and cauſes? In two 
caſes its very probable your fear may 
proceed only from your own affection or or 
ſatan's temptation. 

Firft, If your relation died young, 
before it did any thing to deſtroy your 
hopes : Or, 

Secondly, If grown, and in ſome good 
K 4 | degree 
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FEED nopefull only he, G0 not in life, 
or at death 3 — and give evidence 


10 grace, with that clearneſs as you de- 


As to the caſe of infants in general, 
it's none of your concern to judge their 
 conditian,. and as for thoſe that ſprang 
from chend parents, it becomes us 
rcithomarigy towards them: The 

ak 


Saks very favourably of them, 
as for the more adult, who have 
eſcaped the pollutions of the world, and 
made conſcience of fin and duty, albeit 
they never manifeſted what you could 


deſire they had; yet in them, as in 


young Alijab, may be found ſome-good - 


thing towards the Lord, which you ne- 
ver took notice of, Reverence of your 
authority, baſhfulneſs and 8 


neſs, reſervedneſs: of diſpoſition, and 


many other things may. hide thoſe (mall 
and weak ings of grace that are 
in children, from the obfervations of the 
parents. God, might ſee that in them 
that you never ſaw; he deſpiſeth not the 
day of ſmall things, | 


How- | 
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ife, 1 However it may be, it's now out of 
nce your watch; your concernment rather is 
1 improve the affliction to your own 
good, than judge and determine their 
condition, which belongs not to you, 
es Dad. iz, Ji WOE 
9. Plea. O but I have ſinned in this 
relation, and now God Hath punith'd my 
ſin, in diſſolving it. O, faith one, my 
heart was (et too much upon it, I even 
idolized it, that was my fin: and ſaith 
another, I wanted due affections, and 
did not love my relation, at leaſt not fo 
ſpiritually as I ought, that was my fin. 
Now God is viſiting me for all the ne- 
grlects and defects that have been in me 
towards my relation. i, "oy 
I. Anſwer. There is no man fo tho- 
roughly ſanctified, as not to fail and 
come ſhort in many things pertaining to 
his relative duties. And to ſpeak as the 
thing is; the corruptions of the holieſt 
| perſons are as much diſcovered in this, 
as in any other thing whatſoever ; and 
F irsa very common thing for conſcience, 
not only to charge theſe failures upon 
N K 5 us, 
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us, but to aggravate them to the utmoſt, 
when God hath made the ſeparation. So 
that this is no more than what is uſual 
and very common with perſons in your 


. Cale. 


2. Anſwer. Admit that which the ob- 


jeQion ſuppoſes; that God had afflicted 
you for your ſin, and removed that com- 


fort from you, which you idolized, and 


too much doted on; yet there is no rea- 
{on you ſhould be fo caſt down under 
your affliction , for all this may be, and 
probably is the fruit of his love to, and 
care of your ſoul, Rev. 3. 19. He tells 
the afflicted for their comfort, ///hom 1 
love, I rebuke and chaſten. How much 
better is it to have an idolized enjoy- 
ment taken from you in mercy, than if 
God ſhould ſay concerning you, as he 


did of Ephraim, Hoſ. 4. 17. He is join- 


ed to Idols, let him alone. 
O itẽs better for you that your father 
now reckons with you for your follies. 


with the rod in his hand, than to ſay as 


he doth of ſome, let them go on, I will 
not hinder them in, or rebuke them for 


their # 


think of it; the purpoſes 
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their ſinful courſes; but will reckon with 
them for all together in hell at laſt. 

3. Anſwer. And as to what you now - 
charge upon yourſelf, that the neglect 
of duty did ſpring from the want of love 
to your relation : Your ſorrow at parting 
may evidence that your relation was 
rooted deep in your affection; but if 
your love was not ſo ſpiritual and pure, 
to love and enjoy them in God, thatwas 
undoubtedly your fin, and is the fin of 
moſt chriſtians : for which both you, and 
all others ought to be humbled. 

10. Plea. God hath bleſſed me with 
an eſtate, and outward comforts in the 
world; which I reckoned to have left to 


my poſterity: ; and now I have none to 


leave it with, nor have I any comfort to 
my heart 
are broken off, and the prey ag of all 
my other enjoyments . blaſted by this 
ſtroke, in one hour. How are the pains 
and cares of many years periſhed? 

1. Anſwer. How many are there in 
the world, yea, of our own acquaint- 
ance, whom God hach either denied, or 

| "I deprived 
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deprived both of the comforts of chil- 
dren, and of eftates too? If he have left 
you thoſe outward comforts, you ought 
to acknowledge his goodneſs therein: 
arid not to Thght theſe, Ver:auje he hath 
deprived you I the other, © 
2. Anfwer, Tho your: Ehen "bk 
gone, yer God hath many children left 
in the world, whoſe bowels you may re- 
freſh with what he hath beſtowed upon 
you; and your. charity to them will 
doubtleſs turn to a more comfortable 
account; than if you had left a large 
eſtate to your own poſterity. | 
Surely we are not ſent into this world 
to heap up great eſtates for our children; 
and if you have been too eager in this 
deſign, you may now read God's juſt 
rebuke of your folly. Bleſs God you 
have yet an opportunity to ſerve God 
eminently by your charity; and if God 
deny you other executors, let your own 
hands be executors, to diſtribute to the 
neceſſity of the ſaints : that the'bleflings 
of them that are ready to Perm may 
ome ne upon you,” * | 


I. Plea, 


LF 
1: Plea. Laſtly, It is objected, 0 
but God hides his face from me in m 
affliction, it is dark within, as w. 
as without; and this makes my 


caſe moſt deplora ble, SJ. afflicted, 
and ſadly deſerted. 


1. Anſwer. Tho' you want at preſent 
ſenſible comfort, yet you have reaſonto 
be thankful for gracious ſupports. Tho? . 
the light of God's countenance ſhine not 
upon you; yet you find the everlaſting 
arms are underneath 'you; the care of 
God worketh for you, when the conſo- 
lations of God are withdrawn from you. 

2. Anſwer, To have God hide his 
face in the time of trouble, is-no new, 
or unuſual thing. God's deareſt ſaints, 
yea his own ſon hath experienced it; 
who in the dec 
ward trouble, when wave called unto 
wave, felt not thoſe ſweet ſenſible in- 
fluences of comfort from God, which 


had always filled his ſoul formerly.- If 


Chriſt cry in extremity, My God, my 
God, why haſt "thou forſaken me? Then 
ſure e need not wonder, as if ſome 


ſtrange a had happened to us. J 
8 Anſwer, * 


of inward and dut⸗ | 
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3. Anſwer, May not your unſubmiſ- 
five carriage under the rod, provoke 
God to hide his face from you ? Pray 
conſider it well, nothing is more _ 
ble than this, to be the cauſe o 
withdrawing from you. * — 
in meekneſs and quietneſs receive that 
cup your father hath given you to drink; 
accept the puniſhment of your iniquity; 

ſay, good is the word of the Lord, it is 
the Lord, let him do what he will: You 
would ſoon find the caſe altered with 
you; but the comforting ſpirit finds no 
delight or reſt in a turbulent and tumul- 
tuous breaſt. 

And thus I have ſatisfied the moſt 
conſiderable pleas urged in juſtification 
of our exceſſes. 

4. I come now to the laſt thing pro- 
poſed, namely, the means of curingand 
preventing theſe ſinful exceſſes of ſor- 
row, for the death of our dear relati- 
ons. 
And although much hath been ſaid 
already to diſſuade from this evil, and 
I have enlarged... already much beyond 
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my firſt intention; yet I ſhall caſt in 
ſome farther help and aſſiſtance towards 
the healing of this diſtemper, by pre- 
ſeribing the following rules. 

1. Rule. If you would not mourn ex- 
ceſſively for the loſs of creature-comforts, 
then beware that you ſet not your delight 
and love exceſſively or inordinately up- 
on them, whilſt you enjoy them. 

Strong affections make ſtrong afflic+ 
tions; the higher the tide, the lower the 
ebb. According to the meaſure of our 
delight in the enjoyment, is our grief in 
the loſs of theſe things. The apoſtle 
knits theſe two graces, temperance and 
patience together in the precept, 2 Pet. 
1. 16. And it's very obſervable, how 
intemperance and impatience are inſe- 
parably linked in experience, yea, the 
experience of the beſt men. You read, 
Gen. 37. 3. How Iſrael loved Joſeph more 
than all his children, becauſe he was the 


ſon of his old age; and made him a coat of 


many colours. 0 
This was the darling, Jacob's heart 


was exceedingly ſet upon him, his vey | 


life 


„ 1 
life was bound up in the life of the lad. 

Now when the ſuppoſed death of his child 
was brought to him, how did he carry 
it? See ver. 34, 38. Aud Jacob rent 
His clothes, and put ſackcloth upon bis 
loins; and mourned for his ſon many days : 

And all bis ſons and all his daughters roſe 
up to comfort him, but he refuſed to be 


comforted; and be ſaid, for Iwill go down 


into the grave to my ſon * Thus 
bns father wept for him. 

Here, as in a glaſs, are the effects of 
exceſſive love to a child repreſented. 
Here you may fee what work immode- 
rate love will make, even in a ſanctified 
heart. 

O therefore let your moderation be 
known to all men, in your delights and 
ſorrows abour earthly things; for ordi- 
narily the proportion of the one is an- 
ſwerable to the other. 

2. Rule. If you would not be over- 
whelmed with grief for the loſs of your 
relations, be exact and careful in diſ- 
charging your duties to them while you 
have them. 

Tube. 
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The teſtimony of you, conſcience; 3 
that you have laboured in all things to 
diſcharge the duties you owed to your 
relations, whilſt they 'were- with you, 
will prove an excellent allay to your ſor- 
rows for them when they are no longer 
yours. Tis not fo much the ſingle af- 
fiction, as the guilt charged upon us in 


times of affliction, that ne our 1 


ſo heavy. 

O What a be thing is it to look 
upon. our dead friend; whilſt conſcience 
is accuſing and upbraiding us for our 
duties neglected, and ſuch or ſuch fins 
committed? O you little think how 
dreadful a ſpectacle this will make the 
dead body bf thy friend to thee. : 

Confcience, if not quite ſtupid, or 
dead, will ſpeak at ſuch a time. O 
therefore, as ever you would provide fora 
comfortable parting at death, or meeting 
again at judgment; be exact, punctual 
and cireumſpect i in all your relative du- 


| ties. 


3. Rule. If you would not be over- 
whelmed by trouble for the loſs of dear 


rela- 
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relations, then turn to God under your 
trouble and pour out your ſorrows by 
pra yer into his boſom. 

This will eaſe and allay your troubles. 
Bleſſed be God for the ordinance of 
prayer; how much are all the ſaints be- 
holden to it at all times, but eſpecially 
in heart- ſinking and diſtreſsful times ! 
It's ſome relief, when in diſtreſs we can 

ur out our trouble into the boſom of 
3g wife, or fatihful friend; how much 
more when we leave our complaint be- 
fore the gracious, wiſe and fai thful God ? 
I told you before of that holy man, who 
having loſt his dear and only ſon, got to 
his — there poured out his ſoul free- 
ly to the Lord, and when he came down 
to his friends that were waiting below 
to comfort him, and fearing how he 
would bear that ſtroke, he came from 
his duty with a chearful countenance, 
telling them, he would be eontent to 
bury a ſon (if it were poſſible) every day, 
provided he might enjoy ſuch comfort as 
his ſoul had found in that private hour. 

Go thy way, chriſtian, to thy God, 

get 


f 
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get thee to thy knees in the cloudy and 
dark day: retire from all creatures, that 
thou mayeſt have thy full liberty with 
thy God, and there pour out thy heart 
before him, in free, full and broken- 
hearted confeſſions of ſin: judge thy 
ſelf worthy of hell, as well as of this 
trouble: juſtify God in all his ſmarteſt 
ſtrokes, beg him in this diſtreſs to put 
under thee everlaſting arms, intreat one 


ſmile, one gracious look to enlighten 


thy darkneſs, and chear thy drooping 
ſpirit. i with the prophet, Jer. 17. 
17. Be not thoua terror unto me; thou art 
my hope in the day of evil. And try what 
relief ſuch a courſe will afford thee, 
Surely if thy heart be ſincere in this 
courſe, thou ſhalt be able toſay with that 


holy man, Pſal. 94 19. In the multitude 


of my thoughts within me, thy comforts 
delight my ſoul, : 
4. Rule. If you would bear the loſs of 
your dear relations with moderation, eye 
God in the whole proceſs of the afflic- 


tion more, and ſecundary cauſes and 


circumſtances of the matter leſs, 


J was 


In. dumb, I opened not my mouth ; 


- 


r 
becauſe thou didſt it. Pal. 39. 9. Con- 
{der the hand of the Lord in the whole 


matter: And that, N 
Hirst, As a ſovereign hand, which 


hath right to diſpoſe of thee and all thy 


comforts, without thy leave or conſent, 

Fob: 33. 18. | . 
Secondly, As a father's hand correct- 
ing thee in love and fathfulneſs, Prov. 


3. 11. I bom the Lord loveth he corretteth, 


as a father the ſon in whom he delighteth. 
O if once you could but ſee affliction as 
a rod in a father's hand; proceeding from 
his love, and intended for your eternal 
good; how quiet would you then be? 
5. Rule. If you would bear your af- 


fliction with moderation, compare it 
with the affliction of other men, and that 


will greatly quiet your ſpirits. 
You have no cauſe to ſay, God hath 


dealt bitterly with you, and that there is 


no ſorrow like your ſorrow: look round 


about you, and impartially conſider the 


condition that others are in; and they 
are nothing inferior to you in any reſpect. 


You 


at a ſtroke; 


1 
Vou had one dead child, Aaron had two 
Job all at one ſtroke; and 
both theſe by an immediate ſtroke from 
the hand of God. Some godly parents 
have lived to ſee their children die in 
their ſin by the hand of juſtice? others 
have ſeen them live to — diſhonour of 
God, and breaking of their on ſpirits; 
and would have eſteemed it a merey if 
they had died from the womb, and giv- 
en up the ghoſt when they came out of 


the belly, as Job ſpeaks. 


6. Rule. Carefully ſhun and Fat 


whatſoever may renew your rden or 
provoke you to impatience. f 


Increaſe not your ſorrow by the fight 
of, or diſcourſes: about ſad objects, and 
labour to avoid them as occaſions prefent- 
ed by the enemy of your ſonls, to draw 


forth the corruptions of your heart,” 


I told you before, why Face would 


| not have the child of which Rachel died, 


called after the name his wife had given, 
Benoni, the ſon of my ſorrow, left it 
ſhould prove a daily occaſion of renew- 


| in his trouble for the loſs of his dear 


but he called his name Benjamin. 
7. Rule 


1 


* 
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J. Rule. In the day of your mourning 
for the death of your friends, ſeriouſly 
_ conſider your own death as approachi ng, 
and that you and your dead friend are 
diſtinguiſhed but by a ſmall interval and 
point of time. 


2. Sam. 11. 13. TI gl go to him. 
Surely the thoughts of your own death 


1 approaching alſo, Wow greatly allay 


your forrows for 2 are * 
before you. 12 WW 55 
But — you realize your on deaths 


more, you would nde * A deeply con- 


cerned for their death as you are. Could 
you but look into your own graves more 


{eriouly, you would be able to look in- 


to your friends grave more compoſedly. 


And thus I have finiſhed what I de- 


figned from this ſcripture. The father 
of mercies and God of all comfort, whoſe | 


ſole prerogative it is to comfort them 
that are caſt down, write all his truths 


upon your hearts, that they may abide 


there, and reduce your diſordered affec- 


tions to that frame which beſt ſuits the 
will of God, and the eee you make 


of ſubje&ion and reſignation thereunto. 
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The dear Delights. we here enjoy 
Are but ſhort Favours' borrow'd now, 


He gives, and (bleſſed be his TREE ; 


| * well adore the Juſtice too 


And orept to Life. at _ 
And mingle with our Du... 70 Y 


And fondly call our ]], 1 $9 


To be repaid anon. 
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"Tis God that lifts our Comfort lia 
Or ſinks them to the Gra ve, 


He takes but what He gave. 2 85 


Peace all your angry Paſſions ap 
Let each rebellious Sigh _ 
Be ſilent at his Sv reign Will, 
And ev'ry Murmur die. 
if ſmiling Mercy crown our | Lives, 
Its Praiſes ſhall be ſpread; 


That ſtrikes our Comforts TY 


OD moves in a 5 Way 
His Wonders to perform: 


He plants his Footſteps in the Sea 
And rides. upon we Storm! 
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In deep unfathomable Mines 
Of never- failing Skil! 
He treaſures up his bright deſigns 

And works his Sov'rergn Will. "oY 
Judge not the Lox p by feeble Senſe, 
But truſt Him for his Grace: 


Behind a frowning Providence 


He hides a ſmiling Faegs cs = 
ent N IAI a. 
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Extract from the Preface. 

— It is Thou alone, O HoLy JIxsus, who loveſt 
ſimplicity and innocence, and whoſe delight is to 
dwell with the children of men.” (Prov. viii. 3.) with 
thoſe who are, indeed, willing to become“ Little Chil- 
dren;“ it is Thou alone, who canſt render this little 
work ſalutary ! Imprint it then on the hearts of all who 
read tt, and lead them to ſeek Thee within-themſelves, 
where Thou repoſeſt as in the manger, waiting to receive 
proofs of their love, and to give them teſtimony of thine. 
Yet alas! they may ſtill loſe theſe unſpeakable advan- 
tages by their negligence and inſenſibility ! But it belong- 
eth unto thee, O thou IncaztaTED Lovs ! thou SILENT 
AND ETERNAL Word! it belongeth unto Thee, to a- 
waken, attract, and convert; to make Thyſelf be heard, 
taſted and beloved l I know Thou canſt do it; and I truſt 
Thou wilt do it, by this humble work, which belongeth 
entirely to Thee, proceedeth wholly from Thee, and tend- 
eth only to Tree! And, O moſt gracions and adorable 
Saviour! To THEE BE ALL THE GLoRY ! 
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